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MISSION STATEMENT 
 
“The people of Holy Cross Parish are a community of clergy, religious and 
laity who, strengthened in Christ, and thankful for our blessings, seek to 
root ourselves in an authentic Christian community which is called to serve 
God in praise, each other in sharing, caring and healing, and our brothers 
and sisters, near and far, in prayer, peace and justice.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HELP SAVE A TREE 
 
 

If you do not intend to keep this report after you have finished reading it, please return it 
to the bookrack in the church so that others may read it too. 

 
 

Thank you for your cooperation. 
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PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 
 

Chair: Fran Hadley 
 

The duties of the Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) are set out in section 2.01 of the Constitution. The 
Council is a consultative body that shares with the Pastor and staff “the planning and coordinating of 
overall policies and goals of the Parish”. PPC also coordinates monitors and evaluates the work of the 
various parish ministries. PPC does not deliver any services but works through committees to provide 
the many services and programs that make Holy Cross the successful Parish it is. 
 

PPC meets once a month, except during July, August and December. Regular business meetings are 
scheduled for the fourth Wednesday of the month and these meetings are open to members of the 
Parish who may request items for PPC consideration on its agenda. 
 

This marks the second year, Father Lukose Kochupurackal, C.M.F. has been the pastor of Holy Cross 
Parish.  His spiritual leadership has made significant contributions to the life of the parish since his 
arrival.   
 

We continue to be blessed in having Deacon John Kennedy with his ongoing commitment and spiritual 
guidance in so many activities, and Parish Secretary Barbara Costanza for her long-standing support 
and Phyllis Allen our parish faithful Financial Assistant. 
 

Highlights of the Parish’s Life in 2018-2019 
 

Many of the parish activities are carried out directly by the various Ministries and these are highlighted in 
other sections of this Annual Report. 
 

Golden Jubilee Year 
This was a special year as Holy Cross celebrated its Golden Jubilee after 50 years serving Holy Cross 
parishioners and its community. This has been a very busy year as you can read in the printed copies of 
the Annual General Meeting Report. 
 

1. A Core Coordinating Committee was established with a Kick-off Meeting December 2017. 
2. Jubilee Celebration calendars were established listing monthly events organized by separate 

ministries. 
3. Jubilee song, Pilgrims on a Journey and banners developed by Liturgy and Music Ministries. 
4. Miniature Village “It takes a village to parent a child” completed by Louise Leduc and displayed in 

both Parish elementary schools. 
5. St. Patrick’s Dinner/Dance, March 17 as official kickoff event co-sponsored by Knights of 

Columbus and Hospitality. 
6. Bishop Riesbeck celebrated Mass to start Jubilee Year March 18, 2018. 
7. Social Justice received approval for the outreach project at Attawapiskat. 
8. Multi-cultural Night, April 28, 2018 with special supper dishes provided by the many ethnic 

groups in our parish. 
9. Parish Picnic sponsored by the Children’s Liturgy June 10, 2018. 
10. Gifts of the Holy Spirit, monthly, Pastoral Care & Bereavement. 
11. International Grandparents’ Day Blessing, September 9, 2018, Club 55’s Support Group. A Tree 

of Life was built displaying pictures of parishioners’ grandchildren. The celebration consisted of a 
special mass with candles, special Prayer Cards and songs. 

12. Spiritual and Temporal Works of Mercy sponsored by St. Vincent De Paul. Social Justice, 
Knights of Columbus, Club 55, and Youth Ministries working together to produce Fun Fabulous 
Fashions and Dessert a fund raiser October 24, 2018 in support of Attawapiskat. 

13. Bishop Bourgon from Hearst and Moosonee diocese visited in support of our Northern Project, 
Attawapiskat, September 21 and 23, 2018. 

14. Pastoral Care/Bereavement Ministry Memorial celebration November 04, 2018. 
15. Club 55+ and youth-initiated Greeters at all masses. December 2018. 
16. Advent Tree of Angels December 02, 2018 a Youth Ministry Jubilee project. 
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17. Father’s Day, June 17, 2019 celebration sponsored by Club 55+ and Youth with special lapel 
pins and ribbons given to fathers. 

18. Coffee House evening sponsored by Liturgy and the parish choirs – January 26, 2019 
19. Golden Jubilee Concert March 01, 2019 with Marc Coderre. 
20. Lenten Soup and Bread March 24, 2019 Social Justice. 
21. Ottawa Foyer Partage dinner and celebration March 31, 2019 to learn about the role the parish 

played in the establishment and on-going success of Ottawa Foyer Partage.  
22. Jubilee Dinner and Recognition of Founding Parishioners. April 06, 2019 attended by 200 

parishioners to celebrate the 50 plus Founding Members. 
23. Concluding Jubilee Mass officiated by Archbishop Prendergast April 07, 2019. 

 

Faith Formation  
• Bible and the Virgin Mary video series from the St. Paul Center ran for 6 Mondays 

starting September 17, 2018.    
• Program was Theology of the Body began January 14, 21 and 28, 2019. 

 

Lenten Retreat/Mission 

• “LORD TO WHOM SHALL WE GO.” was held in March 18, 19 and 20, 2019 lead by 
Father Mendonsa. 

 

Feast of Corpus Christi  
• Celebrated on June 03, 2018 and will be held this year on June 23, 2019. 

 

Parish Feast of the Triumph of the Cross  

• Celebrated on September 16,  2018 

• Date for 2019 to be determined. 
  

It has been a pleasure working with fellow members of the Parish Pastoral Council this year and look 
forward to another successful year. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

LITURGY 
 

Chair:  Lee Whelly  
 

The primary role of the Liturgy Committee is to focus on the full range of the Parish’s Liturgical life and to 
represent the consensus of the community in matters related to that Liturgical life. Celebrations are 
planned in such a way that they lead to a conscious, active, and full participation of the faithful, both in 
body and mind. 
 
Major topics of interest in the past year 

• We celebrated some special Masses over the last year, including Mass for the parish feast day in 
September, several Jubilee Masses over the year, including our Mass for Ottawa Foyer Partage 
held on Sunday, March 31, 2019, Founding members Jubilee Mass on Saturday, April 6 and our 
Jubilee Mass held at 10:00 am on April 07 when we were honoured to have Archbishop 
Prendergast as our Celebrant. For our Jubilee weekend all 3 choir leaders and their choirs joined 
together to provide the magnificent music! We had founding members and youth as outstanding 
Lectors over the weekend. We were very happy to welcome former parish priests to our 
celebration including Father Tavis Goski who was a lifetime parishioner, and Father Mark Clark 
who came from Texas for the weekend and preached on Saturday. He said he wouldn’t have 
missed it for the world. That to me tells me what a welcoming parish we are that priests who 
leave never forget and keep this parish in their hearts! 
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• The Youth Mass on Saturday, 5:00 Mass continued for a portion of the 2018 year but plans for the 
youth changed at the beginning of the 2019 calendar year. Debbie Kuchciak has taken a 
leadership role for the Youth and has stepped down from the Children’s Liturgy.  

• The Children’s Liturgy program at the 9:30 am Sunday Mass continues to be successful 
• Christmas Liturgies and Triduum/Easter liturgies were top-rate once again because of the 

commitment of all ministry volunteers and leadership of our pastoral team.  
• We removed serving the Body of Christ at the Good Friday celebration in order to bring continuance 

to the veneration of the Cross.  It was agreed that not serving the Body of Christ on Good Friday 
was an additional way for the parishioners to fast on this day of Jesus’ sacrifice. 

• A Corpus Christie procession has been planned for the 11:15 Mass in 2019. 
• Youth servers continue to serve successfully at Saturday 5:00 and Sunday 9:30 Masses. Xavier 

Fernandez is hoping to step down from leading this ministry and is looking for a replacement. His 
many years of serving in this ministry is very appreciated (in fact, he was the instigator in getting 
this ministry off the ground). 

• Our décor volunteers continue to do a fabulous job establishing the ambience in the worship space – 
thank you! We continue to look for new volunteers for this ministry. 

• In order to comply with diocesan norms, we continue to serve communion in a single species, the 
Body of Christ. The second species, the Blood of Christ, was served on special occasions such 
as selected Christmas and Easter Masses, as well as our Parish Jubilee Celebrations. 

• Music was present at three of our Sunday Masses all year long. We would like to thank all our music 
leaders, Heather Rice, Anne Hurley and Armando Prini for their commitment to leading our 
choirs. We are blessed to have such amazing music to build our praise and worship. 

• As reported last year, we have moved from the overhead projector to an electronic presentation to 
display prayers, music and pictures onto two new projector screens. We continue to thank 
Miriam Basten for doing the lion’s share of preparing the music slides for the new projector 
system. We continue to pay an annual fee to a licensing company for copyright permission to do 
use the music sung during our Liturgies. Miriam submits usage reports each week using an on-
line reporting system. Copyright compliance is something all choir leaders feel is very important.  

• Different parish groups once again took turns leading the Friday evening Stations of the Cross 
devotion during Lent. There were some bumps this year. We may look at changing the format for 
2020. 

• Members of the Knights of Columbus have continued to do an amazing job assisting with parking 
outside and seating parishioners at Liturgies with large crowds (e.g. Christmas, Good Friday, 
Easter Sunday). 

• First Communion Masses for Holy Cross and Holy Family Schools were held. 
• Confirmation Mass for Holy Cross and Holy Family Schools was held on Saturday March 2 at 5:00 

Mass. The presider was the new Auxiliary Bishop Guy Desrochers (Diocese of Alexandria-
Cornwall) who did an amazing job just one day after being installed. 

• Music system was upgraded by Armando Prini, including increasing the space for choirs on the altar, 
and introducing listening devices for those within the parish with hearing difficulties.  

 

We are looking forward to … 

• Promoting attendance of Liturgical Ministers at available diocesan or local liturgical workshops. It is 
important that our Liturgical ministers continue to seek training on their subject matter. 

 

Thank you: 
I would like to extend a HUGE thank you to the Choir leaders (Heather Rice, Anne Hurley and Armando 
Prini) for their time and effort to ensure our praise and worship is so glorified by beautiful music. Also, to 
Cheryl McIntyre, who is the Mass coordinator for all of our major events and does it invisibly. I also thank 
all other ministries (Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, Mass Coordinators, and Altar Servers). 
 
I also thank Tom Flynn for this huge effort over the last several years to ensure we continue to have a 
wonderful church experience and chairing our 50th Jubilee celebration. It was an effort that was over and 
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above the call of duty and he did an amazing job of ensuring that our 50th celebration was something 
that stood out. AND IT DID! 
 

And, I cannot forget our Pastor, our visiting priest and Deacon John …our celebrations would not be as 
glorious without them. Thank you for the moving homilies that help all of us to know what is next and 
what we should be doing. 
 

This I expect is my last year at Holy Cross as I plan to move back to my home town of Saint John, New 
Brunswick. I have been at this parish for 26 years and I know I will miss you soooo much. This is the 
most amazing parish I have ever participated in and I know you will continue to be here to honour our 
Lord! I will miss you so much as you have been so much of my spiritual journey! I love you all and will 
continue to keep this amazing parish in my prayers! 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
 

Leader:  Debbie Kuchciak 
 

Children’s Liturgy is held every Sunday (except holidays) from September until June during the first half 
of the 9:30 a.m. Mass.  The number of children that attend Children’s Liturgy has continued to grow this 
past year. On average, about 20 children attend each week but we have seen as many as 40 to 50 
children participate particularly during Advent, Lent, Easter and sacramental preparation.  Children’s 
Liturgy is divided into two groups.  The younger group of children who attend Children’s Liturgy varies 
from toddler up to age 7-8. This group is focused on tactile investigations of the Gospel and is very 
oriented to games and song. The older group of children preparing for the Sacraments of initiation, 
Communion, Reconciliation and Confirmation are aged 8 up.  Unfortunately, this year we have seen a 
decrease in our volunteer leaders. Our team of amazing volunteers includes Sarah Hibberd, Jonathan 
Hogg, Barbara Lowe, and Joe Goski.   Michelle Currie stepped up to be the administrative leader of 
Children’s Liturgy; she will take care of scheduling, liturgy questions and AGM reports going forward.  
We said goodbye to Emily Kuchciak who joined the choir, Heather Morehouse, and Nancy MacDonald.  
Debbie Kuchciak will be retiring from Children’s Liturgy on June 09, 2019.     
   

At the beginning of the Mass, Fr. Lukose or Deacon John invite all the children to the front of the altar.  
Fr. Lukose (or Deacon John) will take a few moments to speak to the children regarding anything special 
that might be happening in the Gospel for that Sunday or special events like Divine Mercy Sunday, 
Mother’s Day etc.  A short prayer is then said by Fr. Lukose and the children are lead downstairs by the 
leader.  Children’s Liturgy follows the Liturgy of the Word with a lectionary designated specifically 
for children. There is an opening prayer, one reading, a Psalm, the Gospel, a short reflection, the 
Apostle’s Creed and the prayers of the faithful.  When Children’s Liturgy is finished, the children return 
upstairs where they help carry the gifts to the altar before returning to their families to continue to 
participate in the Eucharist. 
   

There were several special events during the 2018 and 2019: 
• During Advent, the children and youth of the parish teamed up with Anne Hurley’s 09:30 choir to 

fundraise for the Debra Dynes Center. The youth and children sang a verse of When Christmas 
Comes to Town then disbursed into the community to collect change.  The children and youth 
collected $438.35. 

• On Christmas Eve Sarah Hibberd and Kevin Brown led the children in their annual Christmas Eve 
Pageant.  The pageant is very simple where the children act out the Gospel reading as it is read.  
This is always successful and many children sign up to participate. 

• On Christmas Eve the children participated in children’s/family choir.  Rhonda Byrne and Debbie 
Kuchciak practiced weekly with the children for a month prior to Christmas Eve.  In addition to 
singing some of the children played percussion and chimes.  This was also very successful. 
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• On the first Sunday in February, the children prepared and signed St. Valentine cards for the 
Pastoral Care Committee.  These are then mailed to the elderly, the sick and the grieving 
parishioners. 

• Twice this year we trained the youth to be leaders of Children’s Liturgy. 
• A special appeal to parishioners was held to recruit more leaders for the Children’s Liturgy team. 
• During Lent, the children, youth and Anne Hurley’s 09:30 choir teamed up for second fundraising 

event, this time for the two children that Holy Cross supports through Chalice.  Alicia Cole and 
Anastasia McPhee, two youth group members created a very simple ribbon routine that the children 
performed to a Prayer for Peace.  The children collected over $800, enough to support the two 
Chalice children for a year. 

•  A special liturgy was held on Good Friday at 10 a.m. where children and their parents attended to 
hear the Passion Narrative and walk the Stations of the Cross. 

• The children and youth, supported by their parents assisted in the Holy Cross Jubilee finale.  The 
children created and put together a stained glass mosaic of a cross and a dove that now hangs in 
the window of the church near Mary. This was a joyful event well received by children and parents.  
A selection of children and youth presented the cross to Fr Lukose and humbly asked Archbishop 
Terrence Prendergast to bless their efforts. 
  

In the coming year we will continue to grow in faith, and build off the successes we enjoyed this year.  
Many volunteers are needed for this program especially with the ongoing positive changes in our 
diocese regarding vulnerable people.  We are gravely concerned about the number of volunteer leaders 
we currently have.  We made a concerted effort to build our numbers of volunteers; sadly, our efforts did 
not yield the results we were hoping for.  At Holy Cross with the two groups of children there are 44 
weeks in the liturgical year where children’s liturgy is offered to families of the parish.  We have two 
leaders for each group that means that each leader has to prepare 22 liturgies.  This is a great deal of 
work for these four individuals.  As a group we have thought of two possibilities to lighten the load for our 
existing volunteers. 
1. Instead of having two groups, we combine them to one large group of children.  This would mean 

that each volunteer would lead 10 times between September and June. 
2. One Sunday a month we would have a family Mass where the children remain upstairs with their 

parents for the duration of the Mass.  The children would actively participate in the readings, prayers, 
collection, and greeting etc. 

We thank Fr. Lukose, Fr. Anthony and Deacon John for their unwavering support with this ministry and 
as always, we welcome new volunteers with open arms. 

 
ALTAR SERVER MINISTRY 

 

Contact:  Xavier Fernandez.   
 

The objective of the Altar Server Ministry is to provide an opportunity for the younger members of the 
parish to actively participate in the celebration of the mass and in doing so to add to the solemnity of the 
celebration. 
    

Younger members who have received their First Communion are welcome to join the Ministry. It is on a 
volunteer basis, however parents are required to make a commitment that their children will be in 
attendance at least 15 minutes ahead of the mass scheduled times and if they are scheduled to serve 
that they recognize that it is important that they attend those particular masses. Fr. Lukose and or the 
other celebrants depend on them being available.  
 

Currently, there are approximately 10 participants, some attend the 5.00pm and others the 9.30 am 
mass. Parents are invited to actively support their children in the Ministry as its success is dependent on 
their commitment. Participants should note that they should sit in the pews reserved for them whenever 
they attend mass and to volunteer their services to the mass coordinator.   
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There is a set of guidelines which the children must abide by as Altar Servers. These guidelines 
demonstrate their commitment to the Ministry and outline the discipline and solemnity required during 
the Mass celebrations.     
 

As the young children mature they are encouraged to participate in the other ministries in the parish, 
such as in the Liturgy Ministry for the younger children, the collections, participation in the choir and to 
become Lectors. They can and should continue to be part of the Altar Server Ministry as the parish 
depends on volunteers on an on-going basis. Parents should note and discuss this important 
commitment with their children.    
 

My involvement with this Ministry has been since its inception, now for some 20 years. I feel that as age 
creeps up and my energy level decreases, the Ministry would benefit if a younger person was involved.   

 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

 

SACRAMENT OF FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Twenty-six children were enrolled for the Sacrament of First Communion this year. A parents’ 
information night was held on Thursday, November 22, 2018. Registration was taken that evening and 
the overall program was laid out, meeting dates provided and expectations for both parents and children 
were indicated. 
 

Enrolment for the children was held on the weekends of January 06 and 13 during the 9:30 a.m. Mass. 
The parish gave the candidates a wooden cross to wear. Parents were asked to choose one of the 
dates to attend with their child. 
 

A tour of the church was held on Saturday, February 09. This is enjoyed by both the children and their 
parents and it helps make the parents and the children become comfortable in the sacred space of the 
church. 
 

There was only one preparation session and it was combined with the practice.  It was held on Tuesday, 
April 09.The Sacrament of First Reconciliation was held on Thursday, May 02 and it was organized by 
Holy Cross and Holy Family School. 
 

There were two dates for the Sacrament of First Holy Communion:  Sunday, May 05 during the 11:15 
a.m. Mass there were fourteen children who received the Sacrament and on Sunday, May 19 at 2 p.m. 
twelve children attended.  Fr. Lukose celebrated at both Masses.  

 
SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION 

 
 

Holy Cross program consisted of the following: 
 

1. Initial information meeting with parents and children: Wednesday, November 07, 2018.  
Registration was taken that evening and the overall program was laid out, meeting dates 
provided and expectations for both parents and children were indicated. 
 

2. Enrolment:  Parents and their child attended the Enrolment (Welcoming Ceremony) on either 
Sunday, December 02 or on Sunday, December 09.  Both were held at the 9:30 a.m. Mass.  The 
children were invited up to the front of the Altar and a cross symbolizing the Holy Spirit was 
presented to them in front of the congregation.  
 

3. Confirmation Preparation: One session was held: Tuesday, February 12, 2019.  The topics 
included the gifts of the Holy Spirit, symbols of Confirmation, who is Christ, and the Beatitudes. 
 

4. Children’s Retreat / Reconciliation / Practice: Saturday, February 16. From 10 a.m. until 12 
noon.  Children were led by Joe Goski and Father Lukose and explored the gifts God has given 
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them, further exploration of the gifts of the Holy Spirit and the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  He 
also went through the practice for the Confirmation ceremony.   
 

5. Confirmation: 22 children were confirmed by Archbishop Terrence Prendergast SJ on Saturday, 
March 02 at the 5 p.m. Mass at Holy Cross, followed by a reception that was organized by the 
Hospitality Committee. 

 

PARISH & COMMUNITY LIFE 
 

BUILDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
  
Committee Members: Marc Proulx, Jeff de Latt, Peter Kvas, Mike Lowe, Tom Flynn  
 

This Committee holds the responsibility for coordinating repairs and improvements to the Church, 
Rectory and Parish Office. 
 

 PAST YEAR - COMPLETED PROJECTS:  
 

➢
 Air Ducts Cleaned  

• Included complete cleaning of air handler and coils  
• All duct work including rectifying inoperable or poorly operating directional and fire dampers 
• Resulting in considerable improved efficiency of the system 
• Note: this work uncovered the fact that one of the two main blower fans had completely 

disintegrated.  
 

➢
 Air Handler Repairs and improvements  

• The above noted inoperable fan was replaced 
• The intake air door was also repaired as it was not fully functional 
• A new control system was installed and associated inoperable sensors repaired to alarm for 

failing or faulty parts of the entire system 
• Light installed in hall way outside furnace room to alert of alarms 

 

➢
 Boilers 

• Sensor system now monitors coil temperature to alarm when boilers are not operational  
• Igniter rods replaced to allow for restart of boilers should they shut down for some reason 

 

➢
 Bladder Tank replaced  

• This tank has an internal air bladder which maintains optimum pressure throughout the system  
 

➢
 Air Conditioner to Church 

• Installed and operational  
• New electrical panel installed to avoid over taxing current panels  

 

� Repairs to Office roof completed  
• Work was undertaken “to remove damaged sections of the roof and add a modified bitumen 

membrane to the entire roof surface. Metal flashing work will also be replaced around the roof 
parapet.”  

 

➢
 Plumbing  

• Numerous changes/repairs/adjustments to toilet valves  
• Unclogging of floor drains  
• Unclogging of kitchen drains  
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➢
 Miscellaneous Repairs:  

• Multiple kneelers repaired  
• Broken windows in basement repaired  
• Projectors rewired to be independent of lights  
• Loose steps at front entrance repaired frequently  

 

➢
 Church Wifi 

• Modem purchased and installed behind altar to extend service from office to church area  
 

➢
 Basement tables  

• New bridge size tables purchased  
• Trolley wheel supports and wheels replaced  

 

CURRENT PROJECTS  
• Repair bathroom ceiling et al associated with the upstairs office bathroom  
• Purchase new folding chairs for the basement and required storage trolleys  
• Obtain blinds to reduce late afternoon sun impact during summer months  
• Address glare from alcove with window treatment  
• Determine design and obtain window cover film for east side alcove • Professional assessment 

and repair of front entrance steps  
• Boiler and hot water tank venting and chimney liner installation to meet code  
• Establish file to address Diocese Preventative Maintenance Guidelines  
• Rectory fencing and backyard grading issues  

 
FUTURE PROJECTS  
 

� Lighting  
• Boxes of different bulbs and tube lighting need to be thoroughly assessed as working or not 

and those not working, disposed of appropriately  
• Consideration of moving away from fluorescent lighting throughout the church and basement  

 

� Quiet Room  
• Water pipes temporarily shut off. Decision to be taken to permanently shut them and close up 

wall or to install new secured cabinet and properly connected piping.  
 

�  Security Cameras  
• For building safety and legal protection, consideration to have security cameras installed around 

the property  
 

� Basement Bathrooms  
• Replacement of toilets and urinals  
• Consideration to also replace sinks, light fixtures, stalls  
• Totally renovate/redesign??  
• Consideration to replace plumbing in walls to main sewer 
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PASTORAL CARE / BEREAVEMENT 
 

Chair: Myrnah Vullings 
 

This ministry is responsible for providing support and visits to depressed, lonely, sick and housebound 
PARISHIONERS when approached to do so. Confidentiality is the cornerstone of this ministry. Our 
greatest challenge is to have parishioners request our services. 
 

MEETINGS: 
 

Our general meetings are held on the first Wednesday of the months of September, December, March 
and June at 10 am in the Parish Library.  Additional Meetings are held when we are planning special 
events. 
 

MEMBERS:  
 

There are 16 members (of these there are seven  who have volunteered  work on the Bereavement 
Team);  1  member is involved when we have special events; 1 member sends bulletins to house-bound 
parishioners; 2 members make tel. calls; 2 members send out  Get Well and Sympathy cards;  1 
member addresses and stamps envelopes and sends out the Valentines which the Children’s Liturgy  
make; 3 members sent  invitations to our memorial service; and 4 members assist at 3 Retirement 
Homes in our area for weekly Communion Services; presently 2 members are bringing Holy Communion 
to parishioners at home on a weekly basis. 
 

PARISHIONERS VISITED:  
 

Upon request, parishioners were visited at home, church, hospital, funeral homes and some were 
"visited" by telephone. 
 

TRAINING:  
 

We have two new members who have taken the Ottawa Pastoral Care Training Program. 
 

SENIORS' HOMES 
 

LANDMARK COURT: Communion Service led by our Deacon and assisted by 4 members of our 
Pastoral Care Team is held on the second Thursday of the month at 10 a.m.  One of our choir members 
from the Sunday 11:15 Mass choir has been very faithful in leading the singing. Those in the area are 
invited to attend. 
 

BILLINGS LODGE: Communion Service led by our Deacon and assisted by 4 of our Pastoral Care 
Team members is offered at 9a.m. on the 2nd Thurs. of each month with our choir member leading the 
singing. 
 

WINDSOR PARK MANOR: Communion Service led by our Deacon and assisted by 4 members of our 
team is offered at 10 a.m. on the 1st, 3rd and 4th Thursday of each month one of our members leading the 
singing. 
 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
 

PASTORAL CARE SUNDAY:   
Our Pastor commissions the team to go forward into the community on behalf of the church. One of our 
members speaks very briefly about our ministry after Mass on Pastoral Care Sunday and invites anyone 
interested in joining our team to take the Ottawa Pastoral Care Training Program. 
 

FIRST FRIDAYS: 
Members are encouraged to attend Mass on first Fridays and bring Holy Communion to housebound 
when possible. 
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CHRISTMAS BAZAAR:  
Members organize a table at the bazaar which offers Care Notes to interested parishioners. We also sell 
raffle tickets with money raised going to a Charity. This year we raised $75 and donated to the 
Attawapiskat Northern project. 
 

WAY OF THE CROSS: 
We hosted and prayed the Way of the Cross one Friday night during Lent.  
 

MEMORIAL MASS: The Pastoral Team planned and hosted a Memorial Service on Sunday November 
4th to which all family members of parishioners who have died in the past two years were invited. The 
theme was Jesus, Light of the World and each family was given a candle to take home in memory of 
their loved one. It was a most impressive service and very well received. 
 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER:  
Our Special events member assisted in organizing the World Day of Prayer which was held at Riverside 
United/Anglican Church on Friday, March 1st at 2 p.m. Four of our Pastoral Care Team members 
participated in the service. The event was very well attended and many Christian Churches in the 
Riverside South area were involved and participated.  A lovely reception followed in the parish hall. 
 

FUNERALS:  
Seven of the Pastoral Care Team have registered and are assisting at parish funerals and are in the 
process of being trained to operate the overhead screen. 

 
HOSPITALITY 

 

Chair:  Karen Flynn 
 

For more than 28 years, the Hospitality Committee has been an active ministry at Holy Cross.  Through 
events and activities that are held throughout the year, we provide occasions for parishioners to gather 
together as community outside of Mass.  Coffee Sundays, the fall “Old-Fashioned Parish Supper” and 
Strawberry Sunday in late June, are popular ongoing events.    
 

This past year, during which the Parish marked its 50th anniversary, Hospitality undertook to coordinate 
and host a Multicultural Night in April 2018 as our ‘Jubilee event’.  There were cuisines from 8 different 
countries/regions of the world, with each being headed by a Team Leader, who oversaw the 
arrangements with volunteers who prepared and cooked dishes for their particular area.  The evening 
was a tremendous success and was attended by more than 200 people.  The Committee also provided 
a role in supporting other Jubilee events that took place, including the Fun Fashion Show last fall, the 
gathering held in late March recognizing the role and presence of Ottawa Foyers Partage, and the 
reception held after the concluding Jubilee Mass presided at by Archbishop Prendergast on April 7, 
2019. 
 

Last September, the committee took the lead role coordinating food for the Parish Feast Day.  Given the 
Jubilee celebrations, it was decided to have a slightly different menu, with chicken served as the main 
lunch item, along with a variety of different salads. 
 

Refreshments and treats for the Faith Formation programs held last fall and in January were looked after 
by Hospitality.  Annual events, namely the Old-Fashioned Supper and the Christmas Craft and Bake 
sale, continued during the Jubilee year, as well as the tradition of providing the beef and lamb stews for 
the St. Patrick’s Day party put on by the Knights of Columbus in March. 
 

A sub-committee of Hospitality, providing Funeral Catering, saw a very quiet time during the past year. 
Anyone who is interested in using this service can contact the parish office, who will then get in touch 
with our committee. 
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We would like to thank all parishioners who helped us during the Jubilee year with food preparation and 
baking, and the many who assisted in the kitchen with clean-up after large gatherings.  A special thanks 
to the Knights of Columbus who set up and take down tables for the many events that we hold. 
 

Hospitality is a rewarding and fun ministry to be a part of and there is a real sense of ‘community’ within 
it.  New members are always welcome! 

 
CLUB 55+ 

 

Chair: Fran Hadley 
 

Club 55+ has had a very successful 2018/2019 session. We continue to be self-funded. The Club seeks 
out and responds to new initiatives. 

1. Planning Group. The core group of volunteers continues to plan and execute twice monthly 
meetings for lunch and fellowship for 35 plus members. Four new volunteers have come forward 
to replace some of the original Planning Group who retired after 5 years of dedicated work that 
made the Club the success it is today. The formal gatherings occur September through to the 
end of June. During the summer months, a smaller number of members gather at the Joy 
Garden Patio and bring food items to share with fellow Club members. 
  

2. Activities. Members are invited to attend the 12:15 mass before Club gatherings and then come 
to the hall for a nutritious lunch, listen to invited guest speakers and play a variety of card games. 

 

3. Club 55+ is financially self-sufficient due to the expert diligence of faithful volunteers who plan, 
shop and prepare wonderful lunches for the members.  Jane Conlin, Barb Goski and Karen 
Flynn have been instrumental in making these lunches successful and are applauded regularly 
by those attending the lunches. Congratulations and a very big Thank You!  

 

4. Outings: Thirty to forty members carpool and enjoy the Spring and Fall Club outings which 
include shopping and lunch in Morrisburg followed by live concerts and plays at the Upper 
Canada Playhouse.  A Spring treat was the “Tea on the Lawn” at Billings Estate.  Another 
favourite outing is the boat ride from Long Point and Dows Lake. 
 

5. Peer Support Group. Club 55 ’s subgroup, originating out of the Managing Chronic Pain 
Condition sessions, continues to meet every second Tuesday and have been instrumental in a 
number of initiatives this year including: 

a. Celebrating International Grandparents’ Day with the construction in the Narthex the 
“Tree of Life” which was covered with grandchildren’s’ pictures. Grandparents were 
blessed and celebrated at a special mass where grandchildren received dedicated 
prayer cards and where grandparents handed to grandchildren candles while all sang 
the “Carry forth the Candle” hymn.  

b. This small Support Group is responsible for the success they achieved at the 
Christmas bazaar. The design, promotion and inclusion of the Youth Group made the 
Christmas Gift Jar initiative fun and raised more than $400.00 

c. A new initiative is the “Sole4Souls” project where new and/or gently used shoes are 
collected sent to Haiti this year. An overwhelming number of donations have been 
received. Congratulations Holy Cross! 

The new “CarFit” project, a Council on Aging initiative, is underway where trained volunteers give older 
drivers an opportunity to assess how they ”fit” within their vehicle. 
 

6. Sustainable Organic Garden.  This project depends on faithful volunteers. Students from Holy 
Cross Elementary school plant vegetable and flower seeds and come to the garden in June to 
plant the seedlings they have grown.  They return in September to harvest the results of their 
work, taking samples of the produce home to their parents. Again, a Very Big Thank You to Jane 
Conlin for all her dedicated hours working in the garden. This year, a Holy Cross elementary 
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teacher has assumed the responsibility for the vegetable garden while Jane and her volunteers 
continue to look after all the flower gardens around the front and side of the office building 
including the mounds by the office. 
 

7. Jubilee Celebrations. 
The Club was busy working with the Core Coordinating Committee planning and scheduling 
monthly Jubilee events.  

a. Club 55+, along with five other Ministries, planned and implemented a fund-raiser in 
support of the Northern Project sponsored by Social Justice. Fabulous Fun Fifties 
Fashion Show was an exciting full program of a cappella singers’ concert, a 
professional fun fashion show, lots of home-made desserts and a raffle rounded out 
the event.  We exceeded our original goal of $1500 and raised in excess of $2200. 

b. “It Takes a Parish to Grow Its Children”. A wonderful miniature village with four 
buildings as well as a playground, skating rink, etc. promoted the Jubilee by being 
displayed at all schools and the Hunt Club Riverside Community Centre. 

 

8. Collaborating with other Ministries to make Holy Cross the successful parish it is. 
Club 55+ has worked and supported other Parish Ministries including: 

a. Social Justice Ministry with a warm winter drive with the donations going to our 
partner Saint Vincent de Paul. There was an overwhelming response from a generous 
Parish. Congratulations Holy Cross!  

b. Working with Social Justice by collecting items for Mother’s and Father’s Day for 
Debra Dynes Family House children to give to their parents. 

c. Club 55+ Planners are very involved and have joined the Environment Ministry Team 
from Social Justice to encourage parishioners to follow guidelines set by the 
Archdiocese in Caring for God’s Home/Creation. Again, this year, Club 55+ 
participated in the annual Caring for Creation prayer ceremony. 

d. Club 55+ joined Parish Pastoral Council with planning and taking an active part in 
Parish Feast Day.  

 

Club 55+ is partnering with Pastoral Care Team, Social Justice and Youth Ministry to develop a Greeters 
Team to welcome parishioners at all Masses 

 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

 

Grand Knight:  Bill McCauley 
 

Holy Cross Council #10617 Activities in the Faith in Action service program categories of the Knights of 
Columbus during 2018/19 
 

FAITH 

• Collections at each Mass  
• Assisting at all funerals: General set up and clean up as required 
• Rosary at 5 o’clock Mass on Saturdays  
• Lenten Stations of the Cross – Friday April 12, 2019 
• Ushers and parking attendants at special events (Christmas, Easter) Dec. 24/25 and April 19 

to 21 
• Donations as requested by Parish Priest (Faith Formation) 
• Petetski’s Porters: every 3rd Sunday assisting mobility impaired residents at St. Pat’s Home 

to Mass 
• Supported the Parish in all Jubilee year activities 
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FAMILY 

• Mothers’ Day Flower handout to all Women (May 11/12, 2019). 
• Certified First and Second-degree teams (2 exemplifications a year each) 

Admission (1st) Degree –September 27, January 24 and April 04.  Formation (2nd) Degree - 
October 25, February 21 and if a third, May 02. 

• Executive meeting (first Wednesday of month) and General Council meeting (third 
Wednesday of month starting in September) 

• Remembrance Day Service November 11 (read names of deceased Knights) 
• Membership drive and Retention program (Weekend of October13/14) 

 

COMMUNITY 
 

Special events such as St. Patrick’s Day dinner/dance (Saturday March 16) and Parish Steak 
BBQ (June 01, 2019) etc.  
 

• 4 pancake breakfasts after 8 am and 9:30 am Masses 
a. Sunday October 14  
b. Sunday November 18 
c. Sunday March 03 (Sunday before Shrove Tuesday) 
d. Sunday April 28   

• Waupoose Farm maintaining building #1 
• Shepherds of Good Hope (last Saturday of each Month) 
• Airport Parkway Cleanup (twice a year) Saturday October 13, 2018 and May 11, 2019  
• Hope Basketball Tournament Parking – July 14 

• K of C Raffle Ticket sales. (500 tickets sold) 
• Sell Shamrocks for St. Pat’s Home (March 10/1/16, 2019)  
• Annual crèche statues to parish youth. Gave out 89 statues. 

Providing 2 buses so Holy Family students can participate at a Mass at Holy Cross Church 

• Shrove Tuesday pancake Breakfast for students of Holy Cross and Holy Family School 
(March 05) – 606 students and all teachers were fed. 

• Financially support Parish Youth Group  
• Drug awareness poster contest at Holy Cross and Holy Family Schools.  District winner was 

from Holy Family School. 
• Mystery of the Rosary Program at Holy Family school (includes giving each participant a new 

rosary) 
• Basketball Free Throw contest at Schools (Holy Cross, Holy Family and St. Bernard, St. 

Thomas More and St. M. D’Youville) with 554 students participating). The Council 
Championship (approx. 100 participants) took place on January 31, 2019. 

 

LIFE 

• March for Life: Thursday May 09, 2019 

• Sunday, September 30, 2018 – LIFE CHAIN, 2:00 to 3:00 PM at the corner of Bank St and 
Hunt Club West, is a peaceful “Life Chain” that was brought to Canada many years ago by 
Campaign Life Coalition.  It is a Canada-wide effort in support of life.  

• Wednesday, September 23 - 40 DAYS FOR LIFE The 40 Days for Life is an International 
movement to end abortion through prayer and peaceful vigil presence outside abortion 
facilities throughout the world.  Over 13,000 lives have been saved since 2007.  In Ottawa we 
are present and pray across the street from the abortion facility at 65 Bank St. 
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Youth Group 
 

Chair: Mina  
 

Over the past year, the youth group has reached up to 17 members. We have had a very challenging, 
yet exciting year, and overall have participated in many events in our parish and have grown lots. The 
youth group is currently struggling to find a coordinator who has time, and is willing to give time and 
energy to help plan and lead the youth to success. We have had many successful meetings over the 
past year where we had great turnouts with many new youth, and everyone had a blast; unfortunately, 
the youth have also experienced some not-so successful meetings where we only had the core youth 
present, as we have lost some youth members over time. We hope that in the near future we will gain 
many new members along with the help of our parishioners and parents, and make our youth ministry 
flourish once again. 
 

During the year 2018: 
 

� On April 28, the youth assisted in the Multicultural Event held by the Hospitality Committee. 
 

� On May 05, the youth had assisted with the garden with Jane Conlin. 
 

� In June, the youth had helped out with the Children’s Liturgy Picnic, and got to not only had fun 
with the children, but also got the chance to get together and help out in the parish community as 
a group. On June 16, the youth cleaned the windows of the parish. On the weekend of June 17, 
the youth attended all the Masses to greet parishioners and hand out handmade pins for Father’s 
Day which were made under the leadership of Louise Leduc, along with help from parents.  

 

� On July 08, the youth celebrated Fr. James’s Ordination Anniversary. On July 15, the youth had 
a picnic at Mooney’s Bay and enjoyed the day under the sun together. 

 

� In August the youth had taken a break.  
 

� In September, the youth made 300 pins to hand out on grandparents day, under the leadership 
of Louise Leduc, on the weekend of September 09, and all of the left over pins had been 
packaged and sent to Attawapiskat. The youth then held Recruitment Drive for Youth and Young 
Families which was in the form of a Scavenger Hunt on the weekend of September 16 on the 
Feast day, with a grand prize of a $100 gift card to McDonald’s. The youth then held a meeting 
for new youth and their parents to come & see on September 29.    

 

� On October 20, the youth held two meetings where we played Jeopardy -with the help of Owen 
Thompson- and we played Hand in the box, along with a science lesson from Owen about 
Octopuses, with a real octopus! On October 27, the youth helped out with the Fun 50’s Fashion 
Show held by Club 55+. 

 

� In November, the youth held two meetings. On November 17, the youth had 6 puzzles to solve in 
a zombie themed escape room, based on ciphers and codes from popular Christian/Catholic 
book including: The Lion The Witch And The Wardrobe, The Lord Of The Rings, Alice in 
Wonderland, and Fr. Browns Mysteries & the Christmas Mystery; along with the escape room, 
the youth had 36 homemade pizzas. On November 10 the youth assisted the hospitality 
committee with the Old Fashioned Family Supper. On November 24 the youth had a baking 
workshop with Jane Conlin, making quick breads, and making soup jars with Club 55+ and 
Social Justice Committee. On November 25, the Youth joined together with Anne’s choir and 
Children’s Liturgy, singing “When Christmas Comes To Town” to fundraiser for Debra Dynes, 
with a total of $432 raised.  
 

� In December, on the 2nd we had sold the quick bread loaves and soup jars at the Christmas 
Crafts and Bake Sale and made $366 (with a $100 float). The youth also participated with the 
Christmas Eve Choirs and Christmas Pageants. 
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During the year 2019: 
 

� In January, the youth didn’t have meetings because most of the youth are busy studying for 
exams. On January 29, the youth had assisted with the Coffee House, and had helping hands on 
stage with the Choir, and in the background with microphones and set. 

 

� In February, the youth had two work meetings, with a St. Valentine’s Day Party Gift Exchange, 
along with dancing and disco lights. 

 

� In March on the 16th, the youth helped out with the St. Patrick’s Day Dinner Dance held by the 
Knights of Columbus; and the Knights had very generously donated an honorarium $200 to the 
youth for our assistance throughout the night. The youth served a pancake breakfast with the 
help of the Knights on March 03. On March 31, the youth assisted as Greeters for the Foyer 
Partage Mass. On March 22, the youth helped out at the Solidarity Soup Sunday, and were 
serving soups. 

 

� In April, the youth had decorated the parish for the Jubilee Mass with the help of Iggy, Milda and 
Ella. For the Jubilee Celebration on the weekend of the 06/07, the youth assisted as greeters 
with members of Club 55+. The youth also contributed along with the Children’s Liturgy to create 
a Stained Glass Cross with a Dove which was presented at the Jubilee Mass.  

 

� The youth had recently helped out with the Garden on May 04 and May 11 with Jane Conlin and 
Jessica Chisholm.  

 

� The youth ministry is still planning on a few events over the coming summer break, although 
nothing is finalized quite yet. 

 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 
 
 

Social Justice Committee 
The various groups within the Social Justice Committee had a very ambitious and active year.  
Together, for our various projects, we raised   over $25,000 in cash donations and more than $15,000 in 
food, clothing, and other goods.  Holy Cross has once again shown itself to be a caring, mission-
oriented parish.  Thanks to everyone who made it possible this year for our groups to support social 
justice causes in our city, our province, and across the world. 
 

Two Chairs of our Social Justice groups have stepped down this past year, John and Anna Dorner.  We 
thank them for the dedicated work they have done at Holy Cross for many years.  We are looking for 
new member for Development & Peace Initiatives.  We warmly welcome anyone to join us. 
 

DEBRA DYNES FAMILY HOUSE PARTNERSHIP 
This seventh year of the Holy Cross/DDFH Partnership saw increased pressure on Debra Dynes 
families from rising food costs, the extended loss of hydro after the September tornado, major road 
repairs and the resulting transportation disruptions in the community, other neighbourhoods accessing 
the food bank, and recent cutbacks in post-secondary funding.  But as their needs increased, Holy 
Cross has faithfully reached out to help. 
 

Beyond responding generously to the Family House's regular requests for school supplies, Christmas 
and Mother's and Father's Day gifts, and helping to prepare sandwiches for school children, the Parish 
has also donated some surplus items to help the Family House: a microwave, 16 small tables, and 
boxes of glassware.  Parishioners have personally given furniture, clothing, baby items and house 
wares, toys and books, and some have contributed to the Bright Futures Scholarship Fund, making six 
bursaries possible for 2018/2019, instead of the original five.  
 

Also, in the fall, Country Grocer donated many pounds of fresh produce; the Ottawa Police Choir gave 
all of the proceeds from its Christmas Concert at Holy Cross to DDFH to ensure that all families who 
requested Christmas Hampers received them.  And then, additionally, half of the proceeds from the 
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Marc Coderre Group's Lenten Concert were directed to DDFH.  All of this compassionate support is 
making a positive impact in so many of our neighbours' lives, and is deeply appreciated by DDFH. 
 

DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE 
This year's theme for Development and Peace/Caritas Internationalis was "Share the Journey."  The 
plight of Refugees around the world was the highlight of our two efforts: postcards in support of refugees 
sent in the fall to the Prime Minister; and the Share Lent Collection held in April.   The Share Lent 
Collection totaled over $3500.  For the first time the parish organized a Lenten Soup in Solidarity with 
the poor.  The parishioners donated different types of soup and a few will offering was given to the D&P 
charities. 
 

ELIMU 
After the move to the new Elimu Resource Centre in Malindi in Feb. 2018, the past year has been about 
focusing on the future sustainability of Elimu and their projects. The children of Nymbani Kwetu Home 
continue to grow towards adulthood, with six having already graduated from high school (and 2 more to 
graduate in November). Three are pursuing college courses and two are waiting to join college in 
September. Elimu supported another 25 children through its Stay in School Project, including two in 
college. Elimu Resource Centre recorded 13,000 student visits in 2018, and during the April holidays, 
the Centre hosted a record number of students with more than 300 per day coming to do their holiday 
studies and remedial learning.  
 

Their Mobile Digital Library takes their digital education resources to public schools in the community 
where they focus on literacy building. They also visit three special-needs centres, a prison, a girls’ 
rescue home, and a junior remand centre to help inmates further their education and aim for a brighter 
future. Elimu’s Youth Internship Program is helping youth after high school gain practical hands-on work 
experience and benefit from access to the internet to pursue short-term eLearning courses to gain skills 
and expertise.   
 

The Elimu team in Kenya is working hard to bring in income that will help sustain them for the future. 
Income generating activities include rental of their swimming pool to school groups, digital library hours 
offered to local private schools at a fee, conference hall bookings to community groups and the eHub 
Co-Working Space which offers workspace and internet access to small entrepreneurs at a daily or 
monthly fee. Nina Chung, Elimu's Founder, is back in Canada from May – October focusing on 
developing their Board of Directors and increasing fundraising efforts. 
 
FOOD DRIVES 
Food drives were held in June 2018, November 2018 and March 2019.  The November and March food 
drives were Reverse Offerings, in which parishioners were offered suggested items to bring in the 
following week.  Before the March food drive, representatives of the parish's 4 local food banks made 
presentations about their needs.  This resulted in a significant increase in donations and it is suggested 
that, before future food drives, an SJC member briefly address parishioners during the Announcements. 
 

INDIGENOUS INITIATIVES 
Jubilee Project In Attawapiskat 
 

� At a February 2018 meeting with Fr. Arinze, Parish Priest of St. Francis Xavier in Attawapiskat, a 
Cree community located on the western shore of James Bay, SJC was made aware of the need 
for dedicated space for youth programs. 

� We put together a proposal for the renovation and supply of furniture and computers for their 
parish centre as an outreach effort to mark Holy Cross’ 50th anniversary. The proposal was 
accepted by the Parish Council and approved by the Ottawa Diocese. 

� A fund-raising objective of $15,000 was established, based on the estimate of costs provided by 
Fr Arinze. SJC obtained approval for a special envelope collection which, coupled with an appeal 
by Bishop Bourgon from the Diocese of Hearst/Moosonee at all Holy Cross masses, and a talent 
show and raffle, resulted in $18,000 being raised 
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� In June 2018 the first batch of supplies were purchased and delivered by barge.  Following 
further consultation it was determined that additional materials were needed for construction 
which was scheduled for summer 2019. Unfortunately, the contractor who had volunteered to 
head the project passed away in March and and a new date for the commencement of work is 
being determined. 

� We were also able to obtain furnishings for the centre from a surplus identified by the Ottawa 
Catholic School Board and we shipped the items by truck and train  and ice road to Atttawapiskat 
in late February. 

 

Education of Parishioners on Indigenous Matters 
 

� In September, two teachers from the OCSB gave a presentation outlining the Board's curriculum 
on indigenous culture and history which was implemented in response to the Truth and 
Reconciliation Report.  

� In February, the film Shannon’s Dream about the campaign to replace a school in Attawapiskat 
contaminated by gas leakage was shown, followed by a discussion of conditions in the 
community. Barb Phelan who taught school in Attawapiskat for four years provided insights and 
answered questions. 

� Many thanks for the cooperation and support provided by the Hospitality Committee, Youth 
Group,, Club 55+, the Knights of Columbus, and by Fr. Lukose.  

 
OTTAWA SOUTH ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CONFERENCE 
The Ottawa South St. Vincent de Paul Conference has been in operation since November 20, 2014.  
During 2018 it completed 131 home visits and provided $7,444 in food and $20,479.72 in clothing and 
household goods to 354 needy people, including 184 adults and 171 children living in our 
neighbourhoods.  Of the families visited, 88% were on social assistance, 3% were unemployed, and 5% 
were pensioners. The conference supported initiatives at Banff St. and Heron Rd through visits in those 
areas, and funding was provided by St. Bernard and St. Peter fund raisers, parish donations at Holy 
Cross, St. Bernard and St. Peter churches, and private donations.   
 

The Conference, together with Holy Cross Club 55+, conducted a clothing drive at Holy Cross in support 
of the Ottawa St. Vincent de Paul Stores; a goods and clothing drive was conducted at St. Peter; and St. 
Bernard regularly collected food, goods and clothing. Several thousand items of clothing were donated 
by the parishes to the St. Vincent de Paul Stores. 
 

As part of St. Vincent de Paul of Ontario’s North of 60 Initiative, we collected in the three parishes over a 
thousand items of food and more than $2300 in cash, which were shipped to Rankin Inlet to help the 
needy there. 
 

The Conference, as a part of the St. Vincent de Paul Food Drive in Catholic schools--Helping Needy 
Neighbours--collected almost a thousand items of food at St. Patrick’s High School and St. Bernard 
School in support of local food banks and to provide food for our home visits. 
 

The Conference always makes people we visit aware of the local services available at food banks and at 
community centers and the other services available at the helpline #211. It also mentions the federal 
and provincial government programs to fund education for low income people as a part of St. Vincent de 
Paul’s Seeds of Hope initiative.  
 

There are 23 members of the conference, of whom 15 are active, and 13 have made home visits.  
Thanks very much to you for your support of those in need.  At Holy Cross Church the St. Vincent de 
Paul Conference delivers services as part of the parish’s Social Justice Initiatives. 
 

Serving Christ through the poor with love, respect, justice and joy 
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FINANCE 
 

Dear Parishioners, 
The year 2018 was an exciting year for Holy Cross Parish as we began our Golden Jubilee 
celebration. Parishioners supported many activities planned by the Jubilee committee and 
responded generously to the plea for funds for assistance to our indigenous brothers and 
sisters in Attawapiskat. We finished the financial year with a surplus by holding the line on our 
regular expenses and pushing back a major improvement until 2019.  
It is important to note that we depend on the generosity of our parish community. Our weekly 
donations, which were down by approximately $6,000 in 2018, fall short of covering our normal 
operating expenses, let alone providing funding for our major repairs. The gap has been filled 
by unpredictable sources of revenues, such as weddings and funerals, bequests or special 
donations.  
As our church building ages, our repair costs have been rising. In the period 2015-18, the 
parish spent nearly $200,000 on major repairs to the windows, doors, and roof and the updating 
of our heating system. The building committee has done important work in making necessary 
repairs in a timely manner. Our thanks go out to all former and current members of the Building 
Committee who have used their talents for our benefit. 
In 2019, we will have another year with relatively high repair and maintenance costs. Items of 
note include: 

• Installation of air conditioning in the main body of the church. 

• Installation of a dedicated heating/air conditioning unit in the hall kitchen. 

• Bringing the boiler and hot water tank venting and chimney liner back up to code. 

• Repair the ceiling in the office bathroom. 

• Install blinds for the west windows to reduce the glare and heat from late afternoon sun. 

• Repair the rectory fencing and address backyard grading issues. 

• Upgrades to the choir’s sound system. 

Thank you to everyone who contributes time and treasure to our parish community. We look 
forward to reporting to you monthly on our revenues and expenses, beginning in the fall, so you 
are kept aware of our financial position.  
 
Father Lukose Kochupurackal, Pastor 

Joe Goski, Finance Committee Chair 
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Holy Cross Parish Balance Sheet, December 31 
ASSETS 2018 

Petty Cash Fund 250  

Bank - Operations Account 140,612  

Bank - Mass Account (Note 2) 2,769  

Accounts Receivable (Note 3) 2,164  

Investment at Archdiocese (Note 4) 731,854  

Capital - 2872 Otterson Dr. (Note 5) 163,140  

TOTAL ASSETS 1,040,789  

  
LIABILITIES  

Accounts Payable  2,194  

Special Collections 12,806  

Miscellaneous Liabilities 2,685  

Deferred Revenue - Refugee 31,854  

TOTAL LIABILITIES 49,539  

  
PARISH EQUITY  
Unrestricted  

Opening Equity Balance 61,649  

Current Year Surplus (Deficit) (Note 6) 66,461  

Closing Equity Balance 128,110  

Restricted 700,000 

Capital Assets – no change 163,140 

Total Equity 991,250 

  

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 1,040,789  

 
  

 
Notes to the Financial Statements for the year ended December 31, 2018 
1. The people of Holy Cross Parish are a community of clergy, religious and laity who, strengthened in Christ, 

and thankful for our blessings, seek to root ourselves in an authentic Christian community which is called to 
serve God in praise, each other in sharing, caring and healing, and our brothers and sisters, near and far, in 
prayer, peace and justice. 

 
2. Mass Account 

There is a requirement that the money collected for Masses to be celebrated be kept in its own bank 
account. A register is maintained to record the details of the Mass intention as well as the date the Mass took 
place. Once celebrated, funds are transferred to the general bank account on a regular basis and 
disbursements for the priest’s and Archdiocesan share of the Masses are issued. 
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Statement of Revenue and Expenditures for the Year Ended  

on December 31 

 

  Actuals  
2018  

  Budget  
2019 

REVENUE  
 

 
 

Collections  305,802   315,000  

Weddings, Masses, Funerals  6,563      2,000  

Other Taxable Revenue    24,094     12,000  

Bequests and Special Donations  26,674  40,000 

Total Taxable Revenue (Note 7)  363,133   369,000  

 
 

 
 

 

Parochial Organizations    34,401     4,000  

General    42,836     70,000  

Total Non-taxable Revenue (Note 8)    77,237     74,000  

 
 

 
 

 

Total Revenue  440,370   443,000  

 
 

 
 

 

ORDINARY EXPENSES  
 

 
 

Salaries (Note 9)    90,184   110,500  

Employee Benefits and Expenses    11,157     13,000  

Pastoral Work  (Note 10)    71,537     55,000  

Office Requirements, Telephone    26,962     40,000  

Heating, Electricity    18,874     20,000  

Taxes, Insurance, Water    12,073     15,000  

Interest, Bank Charges          400           500  

Diocesan Administration Tax (Note 11)    53,872     57,000  

Parochial Organizations      4,402       9,000  

Miscellaneous      4,659     12,000  

Maintenance & supplies    38,428     45,000  

TOTAL ORDINARY EXPENSES  332,549   377,000  

 
 

 
 

 

EXTRAORDINARY EXPENSES  
 

 
 

Major Repairs or Replacements    41,361     55,000  

Furniture, equipment             -        8,000  
TOTAL EXTRAORDINARY 
EXPENSES 

 
  41,361  

 
  63,000  

 
 

 
 

 
SURPLUS (DEFICIT) ON 
OPERATIONS 

 
66,461  

 
3,000  

  
 
3. Accounts Receivable 

This is reimbursements to be received from CRA for HST credits. 
4. Investment at Archdiocese 

The investment of parish funds in the Loan Fund for Parishes at the Archdiocese. These funds have been 
gradually accumulated over a number of years and are invested with the Archdiocese. The funds are 
available to us to cover planned and emergency requirements. The investments earn 3.5% interest yearly. 



 
 Page 23

Our policy is to maintain one and a half years of gross income as a cushion against unforeseen eventualities. 
This sum also includes a private refugee sponsorship which has been forwarded to the Diocese. 

5. Capital 
The pastor’s residence is at cost. Depreciation is not recorded. There is an inventory of all equipment. They 
are written off as an expense as incurred. Expenses must be approved in advance by the Archdiocese. 

6. Current Years Surplus (Deficit) 
The parish showed a surplus in 2018, in part because of ongoing restraint on pastoral and office 
administration salaries, and the receipt of a significant individual donation. Note that the weekly collections 
are not at a high enough level to cover our ordinary expenses.  

7. Taxable Revenue 
The revenue section of the statement separates revenue between taxable and non-taxable revenue based 
on the direction received from the Archdiocese. Taxable income is derived from revenue to the parish to 
support operations either through direct collections or charges for rental, weddings and funerals.  

8. Non-taxable Revenue 
The section includes the revenue received for specific purposes and approved by the Archdiocese as being 
exempt from the Archdiocesan tax. Currently this category includes sales of objects, such as vigil candles, 
marriage courses and advertising in the bulletin. 
The revenue from special collections envelopes, such as Evangelization of the Nations and Works of the 
Canadian Church, are deposited to the Parish operating bank account and recognized as a liability owed to 
the Archdiocese. A cheque is sent to the Archdiocese after the final offerings are received. The Archdiocese 
forwards the funds from all parishes to the correct charitable organizations. There are nine special 
collections a year.  

9. Salaries and Benefits 
Expenditures for the priests assigned to the parish, the office staff, and rectory are summarized in these two 
lines. Included are the related employer contributions for CPP, EI, and Group Medical Plan. 

10. Pastoral Work 
Sacramental and Pastoral work represents expenditures incurred for the various Sacramental ministries 
such as First Communion, Baptism, Confirmation and decorating the church. 

11. Diocesan Administration Tax 
The Diocesan Administration Tax is our parish’s contribution to the administration of the Archdiocese. This 
tax rate is set by the Archdiocese and applied against the taxable revenues defined above. The rate is 
currently 13% and the parish is required to pay it quarterly. An adjustment is made once the parish’s annual 
financial reports are completed.  

12. Accounting policies and procedures 
Accounting policies and procedures are in accordance with guidelines set by the Archdiocese of Ottawa. The 
financial statements are audited by auditors determined by the Archdiocese. 

 

 


