
God Is All-Powerful… 

One of the things I find surprising in this Sunday’s gospel parable about the weeds 

and the wheat is the calm, patient reaction of the landowner. This was a wealthy 

and powerful man (only wealthy and powerful people owned multiple slaves). How 

do wealthy and powerful people usually react to enemies who try to interfere with 

their business? Not with calm and patience, but with quick revenge. So why was 

this landowner able to take this attack in stride because this was a serious attack. 

It will cause the landowner more than four times the normal amount of investment 

to bring in the harvest. He will have to harvest twice the weight as normal. Then 

disassemble the harvested bundles to re-assemble two separate sets of bundles. 

This was a smart and efficient enemy! 

The landowner can stay calm and patient because he represents God, the 

landowner of the world. God is not just wealthy and powerful; God is all-powerful 

and when you are all-powerful, no attack of evil can really bother you. God can 

even use the evil actions of his enemies to build up his Kingdom (omnipotence is 

like this). An omnipotent God can afford to be merciful, because in the end, he will 

be able to put all things right. If we thought about this characteristic of God more 

often and more deeply, it would make a difference in our lives. We would be more 

like the farmer in the parable, able to remain calm and patient in the face of life's 

troubles and injustices.  

God's mercy is all-powerful. This is not only a pleasant thought; it is also a practical 

thought. We frequently hear people criticize the Catholic Church for being too 

strict, too demanding. Critics say the Church should relax its "rules" about divorce, 

abortion, contraception, priestly celibacy, homosexuality, and pre-marital sex. Isn't 

it funny that these critics always criticize Church teaching in just that one area, the 

area of sexual morality? We should however listen carefully to the reasons they 

give for this criticism. The most important reason, almost always, is because 

Catholic morality, they say, is too difficult; it requires too much self-control and 

self-discipline. They almost never say that Catholic morality is wrong, because even 

these critics know, in the depths of their conscience, the morality Jesus teaches 

through his Church is true. Even non-Catholics see this. 

Think about this. If everyone in the world followed what the popes continue to 

teach about moral issues, there would be almost no unwanted pregnancies, no 



sexually transmitted diseases, very few broken families, and no sexual crimes or 

prostitution - it would be a vast improvement for the world. 

So, critics do not say Catholic morality is wrong, they say it is too difficult. Well, of 

course it is difficult because fallen human nature tends towards self, and the culture 

around us glorifies self-indulgence over self-discipline and self-giving. This is exactly 

why Jesus came! This is why he gives us the Sacraments, the Bible, the Church, the 

gift of prayer - he knows we can't do it alone! So, he puts his omnipotence at our 

service. As Jesus said in the Gospels, "For men, it is impossible, but not for God: 

because everything is possible for God" (Mark 10:27). 

Today let us thank Jesus for his all-powerful mercy and promise to use all the tools 

he gives us, so his very omnipotence can bolster our weakness. 

God Bless, 

Deacon John 

 


