
We Are All Called to Be Holy… 

John the Baptist's mission was to help the people of Israel get ready to recognize 

and receive Jesus as the promised Messiah. God equipped John for this mission by 

letting him see the Holy Spirit come down upon Jesus when he was baptized - a 

rather significant vision. Centuries before, with Israel's unfaithfulness to God and 

the destruction of the first Temple, the prophet Ezekiel had seen the presence of 

God, the glory of God, leaving the Temple. With John the Baptist, the last in the 

long line of prophets, this divine presence finally comes back. He sees the visible 

presence of God return to Israel as the Holy Spirit descends upon Jesus in the form 

of a dove. The Old Covenant, based on the law, had not been strong enough to 

reestablish full communion between God and man. But in Jesus, a New Covenant 

has been established, and that communion has come to stay. 

When we are baptized, we enter this communion. We are anointed with the oil of 

chrism, which symbolizes the coming of the Holy Spirit into our souls, just as it came 

upon Jesus at his baptism. At confirmation, a second anointing with this same 

chrism we receive the full outpouring of the Holy Spirit, just as it came to the 

Apostles at Pentecost. 

In the Old Covenant, the physical Temple had been filled with God's presence and 

glory. In the New Covenant, the age of the Church, every Christian has become, in 

Christ, a Temple of God's presence on earth. Therefore, every Christian has the 

same fundamental vocation - to become holy, to shape our lives in accordance with 

the Holy Spirit who dwells in our hearts. This is what St Paul means when he writes 

to the Corinthians, "you who have been sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be 

holy." 


