
There Is No Room for Divisions among Believers… 

As I am preaching on the gospel this weekend, I thought I might reflect on our 

second reading from St. Paul to the church in Corinth. It is easy for us to have an 

idealistic a view of past periods in the life of the early Church - as if difficulties and 

scandals were unique to our generation. But this view is the product either of 

ignorance or of wishful thinking. The history of the Church is a history of one crisis 

after another. From the time of Christ's Ascension into heaven until the day of his 

Second Coming, the Church is at war, spiritual war, in which sin is the enemy and 

holiness the ally, and both are equally real. 

We don't have to look far to see this truth exemplified. We can even see it in the 

very first generation of Christians, while the Apostles were still alive and hard at 

work. Most of St Paul's letters, in fact, were exercises in crisis management, written 

in response to crises of faith, morals, or church discipline. Our second reading this 

weekend is a good example. Paul had founded the community there during his 

second missionary journey. As usual, he spent months gathering and instructing 

believers, and then appointed local leaders - the first priests and bishops - to 

continue his work, while he moved on to other foundations. But now he has 

received news that the community is becoming divided. Strife had broken out 

among different cliques of believers, breaking up the family of Christians. So, St 

Paul reminds them that all Christians are called to be united in Christ, the one Lord, 

and to build up their unity, never giving into rivalries, jealousies, or backbiting. He 

writes they must "be united in the same mind and the same purpose." I think this 

lesson applies equally well to each of us in this modern era of the church. 

God Bless, 

Deacon John 


