
Deacon’s Column… FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – 09 FEBRUARY 2020 

“Jesus said to his disciples: ‘You are the salt of the earth... 

You are the light of the world...let your light shine before human beings, 

…they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.’” 

 CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP STARTS - WITH PERSONAL EXAMPLE 

Every single one of us is called by Jesus to be a leader, in some way or another. 

We are all called to have a positive influence on others, on those around us. 

Maybe some of us can have a wider influence, because a special God-given talent 

or an important position in society gives us a wider reach. But every one of us has 

some reach: within our family, with our friends, classmates, and coworkers, 

within our community and country. We are not just isolated, single-cell 

organisms. We are all involved in a unique, complex network of relationships - 

every one of us. Jesus is reminding us today, energetically, that we are called to 

be salt and light in every one of those relationships - to share with others the 

meaning, the hope, the forgiveness, the goodness we ourselves have received 

from the Lord. This is every Christian's job, because the Sermon on the Mount - 

this Sunday’s Gospel... is meant for every Christian. So how do we do it? How do 

we exercise this Christian leadership, this influence of salt and light? Jesus makes 

it clear that the first and foremost way of being the leaders we are called to be is 

through our personal example. "Your light must shine before others," he explains, 

"that they may see your good deeds and glorify your heavenly Father." Saint 

Teresa of Calcutta received an inspiration from God to found the Missionaries of 

Charity and bring his light to the poor and ailing of Calcutta. In her spiritual diaries 

Saint Teresa described this invitation by God as an invitation to come be his light. 

When she saw the filth in which the poor of India lived, she felt God asking her to 

bring his light into the darkness of those holes. She once said, “Words which do 

not give the light of Christ increase the darkness”. Even though her spiritual 

diaries show she experienced an intense spiritual darkness for much of her life, no 

one who knew her could see it in the way she treated others. She was always a 

shining beacon of joy, love, and peace. 

 

God bless, Deacon John 


