
Unconditional Love… 

“Finally, may Christ inflame the desires of all men to break through the barriers 

which divide them, to strengthen the bonds of mutual love, to learn to understand 

one another, and to pardon those who have done them wrong.” - Pope John XXIII 

God makes the sun shine and the rain fall on both his faithful and rebellious 

children. His love is, in the truest sense of the word, unconditional. This means, the 

friendship he offers us in Jesus is also unconditional. Jesus is the true friend, whose 

love and devotion to us doesn’t depend on looks, popularity, intelligence, success, 

money, or anything else: he loves us simply because we are. He can’t love us any 

more than he already does. There is no pressure here, only peace. A lot of good it 

would do if Jesus gave these impossible instructions (to love as he loves) and then 

left us alone to try and carry them out. But he doesn’t. He walks this narrow and 

steep path in front of us and beside us. This is the lesson of Good Friday, when he 

was betrayed and abandoned by his closest friends, cruelly tortured, slandered, 

publicly humiliated, unjustly condemned, and put to death. Throughout the ordeal, 

he never once resented, hated, or retaliated. The love in his heart and his trust in 

the Father held him up, to the point where his dying words included, “Father, 

forgive them, they know not what they do”. This is also the lesson of the Eucharist, 

the supernatural food of our Christian souls; he gives it to us to supplement our 

weak efforts and to keep us strong as we follow his difficult path. Only true 

Christian love will bring peace to our hearts, and to the world. 

As we welcome Father Patrick Cosgrove from CHALICE to our parish this weekend 

lets us call to mind the life-giving sacrifice of Jesus for each of us and give as 

generously as He did. 

 

 


