
Get Ready for the Whoosh… 

This Sunday we celebrate Jesus returning home to His Father in Heaven. His mission 

on earth is accomplished. The angels are cheering at his return. The souls who were 

waiting for many years, since the beginning of human history, for Jesus to come 

and open the way to Heaven are also celebrating from their new and eternal home. 

We should also thank Jesus for the very first thing he did and continues to do as 

soon as he got back to Heaven. He sat down at His Father’s right hand (where He 

will sit forever) and started asking him to help us and everyone we love to get to 

Heaven. How will God do this? Like Jesus promised at the Last Supper, God the 

Father will send the Holy Spirit to help us get home by bringing us divine grace. So, 

Jesus ascended and now the disciples are waiting for the “whoosh” of the Holy 

Spirit.  

In our Gospel today, and for the rest of this week, we are waiting for the first big 

“whoosh” of the Holy Spirit that came to the Church on Pentecost, which is what 

we will celebrate next Sunday. Jesus tells the Apostles to go out and baptize the 

whole world. When Jesus was baptized, the Holy Spirit “whooshed” down on him. 

Whenever we receive the sacraments, whenever we pray, and whenever we love 

each other the same thing happens to us. 

The “whoosh” of the Holy Spirit is like a garden hose: when you are watering plants, 

or washing your car, somebody has to turn on the hose, and somebody has to guide 

it, or the water goes splashing all over the place. Jesus is ascending to heaven to 

turn on the hose and let the Holy Spirit bring the flow of grace. The “whoosh” of 

the Holy Spirit comes out strong and in all kinds of ways; like water from a hose it 

cools you when you are hot and thirsty, it washes away the dirt and sweat, and it 

wakes you up if you are sleepy. But we must hold the hose and point it in the right 

direction or everyone and everything just gets splashed and wet and you waste a 

lot of water.  

Hey kids, if your parents tell you to wash the car, and you just have water fights on 

your lawn and get all wet, the car is still dirty, you are in big trouble, and the job 

does not get done. The Holy Spirit wants to do something with the “whoosh”, so 

you need to listen intently and point in the right direction for the grace he brings 

to be effective. We keep the hose steady and we keep it ready so God’s grace can 

do what it wants to do, and this helps us, and others get to Heaven. 



The Apostles guided the hose, and so do we: Jesus sent the Holy Spirit through the 

Apostles, to the other disciples, and to all the generations of disciples after them, 

and to us. The Holy Spirit “whooshes” where and when we least expect it, so we 

must always be ready, and live good lives so we do not block the hose by putting 

kinks in it and stopping the flow.  

So, lets us all prepare for the “Whoosh” of the Holy Spirit next Sunday and get ready 

to party! Party? Yes party! Tune in next weeks Mass at www.holycrossparish.com 

to find out why. 

http://www.holycrossparish.com/

