
Triumph of the cross… 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 

believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.” (John 3:16)  

This is the very first scripture I memorized as a child, and I believe every person 

should take the time to commit this verse to memory. Why? Because in one 

simple sentence the whole of the “Good News” is summarized and showing just 

why God chose to become incarnate in Jesus his only son and die on a cross. 

Jesus revealed God’s love in all he said and did, but he revealed God’s love most 

fully on the cross. On the cross Jesus revealed God’s glory. That is why in our 

gospel Jesus speaks of his coming crucifixion as the hour when he is glorified. 

Authentic love is always life-giving, and this is true of God’s love. As well as being 

the triumph of love over hatred, the cross of Jesus is the triumph of life over 

death. Jesus was put to death in the cruellest possible way but through his death 

he passed into a new life and this new life is offered to us all. The blood and water 

flowing from the side of Jesus speaks to us of the life that flows through the death 

of Jesus. The triumph of the cross, often referred to as “The Tree of Life” is the 

triumph of God and of Jesus over Satan and all the forces of evil and death and it 

is a triumph in which we all share. From the cross Jesus calls all of us into the love 

and life of God. As John points out in his gospel, “when I am lifted up from the 

earth, I will draw all people to myself”. So, we simply must allow ourselves to be 

draw. 

God Bless, 

Deacon John 


