
We Don't Know WHEN Jesus Will Come Again, 

but 

We Do Know THAT He Will Come Again 

 

Jesus told his disciples this parable: "The kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins 

who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were 

foolish and five were wise. The foolish ones, when taking their lamps, brought no 

oil with them, but the wise brought flasks of oil with their lamps. Since the 

bridegroom was long delayed, they all became drowsy and fell asleep. At midnight, 

there was a cry, ‘Behold, the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’ Then all those 

virgins got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us 

some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise ones replied, 'No, for 

there may not be enough for us and you. Go instead to the merchants and buy 

some for yourselves.’ While they went off to buy it, the bridegroom came and those 

who were ready went into the wedding feast with him. Then the door was locked. 

Afterwards the other virgins came and said, ‘Lord, Lord, open the door for us!’ But 

he said in reply, ‘Amen, I say to you, I do not know you.’ Therefore, stay awake, for 

you know neither the day nor the hour." 

This is how Jesus himself sums up the meaning of his parable: “Therefore, stay 

awake, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”  It is so easy to forget this. We 

go on living as if this earthly life will go on forever. Nothing is further from the truth. 

Death is not a distant point in the future, an endpoint of our lives. Rather, it 

accompanies us each step of the way and could come upon us at any time. History 

itself will also die, come to an end. When will this last day happen? 

There are only two possibilities. 

Either Jesus will come again, bring an end to history, and establish his Kingdom 

definitively before we die; Or before that, he will come to each of us at the moment 

of our death, and to each of our loved ones, and bring us to his judgment seat 

individually. There is no doubt about this; our Lord has revealed it and the Church 

today is asking us to think about it, to remember it, to have a living faith in it. 

 


