
Salvation Is a Partnership… 

On this last Sunday of Advent, as the solemn celebration of the birth of Jesus 

approaches, we are reminded of the holy day nine months earlier when Jesus was 

conceived in his Mother's womb. There are two great mysteries connected with 

this day. 

The first is the mystery of God becoming man - the Incarnation. God loved us so 

much he became one of us, to save us from our sin and the meaninglessness sin 

brings, and show us the way to a more meaningful life, now and forever. 

The second mystery is that God did not - and does not - work out this plan of 

salvation for us all by himself. Instead, he seeks our cooperation. 

As an example, God invited Mary to become the mother of the Savior. Mary could 

have rejected this invitation. Mary could have said, "Thanks for the invitation, but 

what you are asking is a little inconvenient for me. I really wish I could do what you 

want, but… but… but…". We all have our own litany of buts…  

But Mary did not insult God with this kind of answer. She knew God, and she knew 

his plans are always wise and wonderful. So, she put her life at his service: "I am 

the handmaid of the Lord, may it be done unto me according to your word." In 

doing so, Mary's "yes" reversed Eve's "no", and made room for Jesus to undo the 

fall of Adam. 

When God disrupts our plans, we should follow Mary's example, by making our 

contribution to God's work of salvation, however small it may be. Yes, salvation is 

God's business, but it is a partnership, and we have a role to play, just as Mary did. 

If you are anything like me, it is not always easy to keep a balance between doing 

our part and letting God do his part in his plan of salvation. We all tend to be a little 

lazy and self-absorbed, and we just like to enjoy life. This is the great temptation of 

presumption, presuming God will just make everything work out fine, and not make 

any effort to help build up the Church or spread the faith. 

Others of us tend be control freaks. These are always doing a thousand things at a 

time, and when their plans do not work out, or God's providence throws a wrench 

into the schedule, they are tempted to become discouraged. 

How can we avoid this kind of laziness and presumption? 



How can we avoid getting stressed, depressed, or obsessed? 

The answer is to be found in one word: prayer. A healthy prayer life (which is an 

ongoing and developing challenge) gives God an open channel of communication 

to our soul where he can always send us whatever we need most, whether it is 

courage or comfort.  

When we prayerfully read the Bible, its inspired words speak to our hearts the way 

the prophet Nathan spoke to David and the angel Gabriel spoke to Mary. 

When we adore the Blessed Sacrament, God's grace fills us with supernatural 

strength and understanding. 

When we walk with Mary through the mysteries of the Rosary, she teaches us how 

to say yes to God, without forgetting that he is the senior partner. 

God' wonderful plan of salvation is a partnership. 

As we prepare to once again welcome Jesus him into our hearts in a special way, 

on Christmas, let us promise him that, through hard work and heartfelt prayer, we 

will always strive to do our part well. 

 

 


