
Chapter 26 - Duties 

It’s not a bad word. It should not connote either “doo doo” or the Nazi war 

criminals’ excuse for cruelty and murder. (“We were only doing our duty!”) It 

simply means what we have to do, what we have to care about: our work, our 

task, our job, our meaning, our reason for being in the story we are in. For most of 

us, it’s just being a good and faithful friend, father, mother, daughter, son, 

brother, sister, employer, or employee. 

De Caussade makes this matter of duty very simple, too, as he makes everything 

simple: “We have two duties to fulfill: we must actively seek to carry God’s will 

into effect and passively accept all that his will sends us” (p. 73). That’s all. That’s 

it. 

I add only two small fraternal corrections to the wording, corrections that I know 

de Caussade would accept. First, God’s will is always effective, and our job is not 

to effect it, that is, to be “successful”, but to be faithful, that is, obedient. Second, 

our “abandonment” is not passive, not a “passivity”, but an active, freely chosen 

receptivity, like a catcher catching whatever pitch the pitcher throws to him or 

like a wife’s acceptance of her husband’s sexual love into her body. 

Receiving is an activity. Mary’s “Let it be to me according to your word” was the 

most active act in human history. She was so active in catching the ball God threw 

at her that she became the greatest woman in history. Because the ball God 

threw at her was Himself. And in a different way, a less physical way, but a real 

way, all of us have to be Mary: we all have to be catchers, have to catch whatever 

ball of Himself God throws at us. Because every time God sends us something, 

every time God wills something for us, that thing is, in a sense, His will, and 

therefore, in a sense, Himself. He’s throwing us a ball of Himself every moment. 

That’s why de Caussade calls the present moment a “sacrament”. 


