
Hell Is not God's Creation 

We all know and believe Jesus will "come again in glory to judge the living and the 

dead." We affirm this belief each week when we pray the Creed. But have we really 

thought deeply enough about the meaning of this final Judgment?  

In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus welcomes some people into his eternal Kingdom, but 

others go off to eternal punishment. It is hard for us to fully understand how God's 

mercy can go together with eternal punishment, but we can understand it partially.  

When Jesus addresses the first group of people, the ones entering heaven, he says 

to them: "Come, you who are blessed by my Father..." But when he addresses the 

second group, the ones entering eternal punishment, he says to them: "Depart 

from you, you accursed." Notice how the blessing received by the first group came 

from God ("blessed by my Father"), but the curse received by the second group did 

not ("accursed"). 

The second group purposely and freely chose to live their earthly lives for 

themselves. They did not enter a friendship with God, because they did not want 

the lifestyle of love and self-giving that goes along with it. For their entire lives they 

resisted and rejected God's many invitations through, the voice of conscience, the 

teachings of the Church, the example of believers, the lives of the saints, the 

beauties of creation. They freely chose to live separate from God. Now, after lives 

like this, would it be merciful for God to force them to spend eternity in his 

presence? No, in fact it would be cruel. 

Hell is not God's creation; it is the creation of those who feely and consistently 

choose to live without God. 

One way to understand this is to think of a normal, healthy family. In a healthy 

family, the parents are genuinely concerned about the well-being of their children. 

They worry about all the bad things that might happen to them. So, in the early 

years they protect their children from harm and teach them to be careful, good, 

and smart. As the children grow up, the parents have two choices. 

The first choice is to gradually give the children more freedom and responsibility, 

as corresponds to their age. But this is always a big risk. There is always a chance 

their children will abuse this freedom, as the Prodigal Son did, and do damage to 

themselves. 



The second choice is to put their children in straight jackets and control absolutely 

everything that happens to them: force them to eat only the most nutritious food; 

watch only good quality entertainment, have contact only with good people, never 

be exposed to temptations or dangers. This way, they completely minimize the risk 

of injury, hardship, or youthful mistakes. The only negative aspect of this choice is 

that the children are no longer being treated as human beings. 

Which choice is more loving, more merciful? 

Clearly, gradually giving the children more freedom and responsibility is the more 

loving thing to do, even though it involves a risk - the risk children may abandon 

their parents altogether. God is our Father. He loves us too much to put a straight 

jacket on us; he loves us so much, he is even willing to let us go, if we so desire and 

this is why the existence of Hell does not contradict God's infinite mercy. 

Jesus has made it amazingly simple for us to choose consistently to live in 

communion with God, so we can find the happiness we desire here on earth and 

forever in heaven. He has done this by mysteriously hiding himself inside every 

person we meet, like how he hides himself inside the Eucharist. By becoming a man, 

he has identified himself with every human being. Whenever we find someone in 

need, whether it is a family member, friend, colleague, or stranger, we are face-to-

face not only with this person, but also with our Lord and King, Jesus Christ. 

This is what Jesus meant when he said, "Amen, I say to you, whatever you did (or 

did not do) for one of the least brothers of mine, you did (or did not do) for me." 

To build our friendship with Jesus and travel the path to eternal blessing, all we 

must do is reach out and serve those around us. This is how simple Jesus has made 

it; he has given our smallest, everyday encounters an eternal weight of glory.  

Making friends with the new kid at school, defending the colleague who always 

gets bullied, supporting an unwed mother, adopting an orphan, staying late at work 

to help a co-worker who is behind in his project, bringing fresh flowers to a relative 

confined to a hospital bed, praying with a lonely neighbor. With Jesus, these actions 

are no longer random acts of kindness; instead, they take on eternal proportions, 

they increase the everlasting glory of heaven; they reverberate forever. Jesus is 

inviting us to make his priorities into our priorities. Let us accept the invitation. 

God Bless, 



Deacon John 

 


