
Nothing Can Separate Us from the Love of Jesus… 

I must admit, in my Deacon’s column I usually reflect on the words from the gospel. But I just 

love our second reading from St. Paul’s letter to the Romans as they are some of the most 

beautiful and glorious words he ever wrote. He claims that no power in the universe is strong 

enough to separate us from God’s love. In other words, God, who knows all our sins and sinful 

tendencies (even the ones we do not know about), yet He never stops loving us. But that is not 

all. Paul goes on to present a shocking list of different kinds of suffering and tragedy. He includes 

war, starvation, injustice, death, poverty, fear, and depression. He says God's love is even more 

powerful than these horrible realities that swarm around us in this fallen world such as this 

current pandemic. Paul does not blame God for these tragedies and sufferings. He does not raise 

his fist to God and say, "Lord, why do you let these things happen!" He is too wise for that. 

St Paul understands that in this fallen world evil affects even the most innocent and holiest 

people. But what matters a thousand times more than the reality of suffering in this life is the 

reality of God's everlasting love. The devil wants to use evil and suffering to drag people into 

despair, hopelessness, self-centeredness, and hard-heartedness. But the Christian foils the 

devil's plans. 

We know that the sufferings of this life are temporary, and glory awaits those who stay faithful 

during them. He knows that Good Friday dovetails into Easter Sunday. In the face of tragedy, 

the Christian responds not with despair, revenge, and corruption, but with love, perseverance, 

and hope, following in the footsteps of Jesus. In doing this, we conquer such tragedies. As Paul 

writes: "In all these things we conquer overwhelmingly through him who loved us." When life is 

going smoothly, it is easy to believe that nothing can separate us from God's love. But when 

tragedy and hardship strike, our faith is put to the test.  

There are two things we can do to strengthen ourselves for these times of testing. First, we can 

make small, voluntary sacrifices every day, uniting them to the great sacrifice of Jesus on the 

cross. This helps us learn to see things as Jesus does, and to find God's presence even in the 

darkness of suffering. Second, we can strengthen our Christian hearts by reaching out to others 

who are experiencing tragedy and hardship, by helping others carry their crosses. It is so easy 

to isolate ourselves from those who suffer but that is not our calling. 

By offering small sacrifices to Jesus and by helping others carry their crosses we become, like 

Jesus, experts in suffering-with-love, and flaming beacons of hope and faith in this dark and 

discouraged world. After all, this is what being a Christian is all about. 

God Bless, 

Deacon John 


