
Awe and Wonder Reflect a Healthy Christian Soul… 

As we attend Mass this weekend whether it be in person or through social media 

the homily will no doubt be a reflection on this week’s gospel from Matthew. In 

light of this, I have chosen this week to focus on our second reading from the 11th 

chapter of the Book of Romans.  

Here is the reading from Romans 11:33-36 

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!  

How inscrutable are his judgments and how unsearchable his ways!  

For who has known the mind of the Lord or who has been his counselor? 

 Or who has given the Lord anything that he may be repaid?  

For from him and through him and for him are all things.  

To him be glory forever. Amen. 

 

Let me however start with another familiar Gospel passage from Matthew. The 

famous passage where Jesus says, "Unless you turn and become like little children, 

you shall not enter the Kingdom of God" (Matthew 18:3). 

What Jesus means by this may seem obvious: salvation involves a return to a state 

of moral innocence, like children. Yet, are children as innocent as their reputation 

makes them? Don't infants show signs of extreme selfishness and self-

centeredness from the very beginning? Don't toddlers give their parents' constant 

headaches with their rebellious antics? Don't kindergartners need to be disciplined 

so that they stop lying and tormenting their siblings? Perhaps, Jesus is referring to 

a different kind of innocence when he made this statement “the innocence of 

wonder”. 

For healthy children, the world is a wonder-full place. Seashells and starlight are 

magically mysterious. Grasshoppers and green mountains inspire fascination and 

excitement. Isn't this the way it should be? Isn't this the way Adam and Eve would 

have seen the world before original sin, as an inspiring collection of magnificent 

treasures given to them by their Creator? This is what creation is, a fabulous gift 

from an all-powerful God who is not an angry tyrant, but a wise and loving Father. 

An attitude of wonder and awe in the face of God's gifts is something shared by all 

the saints. This not only applies to natural gifts, but even more to the supernatural 

gifts of salvation and redemption. 



This is why St Paul, after spending three chapters of his Letter to the Romans 

analyzing and explaining the complex twists and turns of salvation history, breaks 

out in a hymn of wonder and awe: "Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and 

knowledge of God!" This is the cry of a childlike, grace-filled, healthy Christian 

heart. St Paul tells us God's judgments are "inscrutable" and his ways are 

"unsearchable." Not in a bad sense, but in a wonderful sense. God is always using 

creative ways to bring about his magnificent plan of salvation.  

The actor who played Judas in Mel Gibson's movie The Passion of the Christ is a 

prime example. Lucca Lionello grew up Catholic, but after confirmation he stopped 

going to Mass and left his faith behind. By the time he started working on The 

Passion, he was a confirmed and convinced atheist living in an irregular marriage 

with an un-baptized daughter. He enjoyed working on the film, but he made sure 

the other cast and crew members knew he did not believe in Jesus. Then they 

filmed the scene where Judas gave in to despair and took his own life. During this 

seen, Lucca was faced to think deeply about what it meant to have a soul that was 

torn apart by sin and separated from friendship with God. He had to think about 

this because he had to portray it on screen. He could not get it out of his mind, even 

after the scene was finished - even after all the filming was done. A few months 

later, he was back on the set to re-record some lines as the post-production process 

continued. While he was waiting around, he saw a priest near the sound studio. He 

went over and started up a conversation. The conversation ended up going much 

longer than he had anticipated. Soon afterwards, Lucca returned to the 

sacraments, sanctified his marriage, and baptized his nine-year- old daughter. It 

takes a truly wonder-full God to use the role of Judas to bring a prodigal son back 

home. 

When was the last time we found ourselves echoing St Paul's cry in our own hearts, 

being filled with wonder and awe at the thought of God's goodness, wisdom, and 

power? If it was recently, perhaps while ironing the laundry or cutting the grass or 

glimpsing a sunset we found our soul rising in praise to the Giver of all good gifts, 

it is a good sign. If this same sense of gratitude and awe was stirred up in our heart 

by hearing about the conversion of a sinner or the vocation of a young religious or 

priest, this is an even better sign. Evidence of wonder and awe in our hearts is a key 

vital sign for the healthy Christian soul. But if our soul is a bit short on wonder and 



awe, it may be a warning sign, an invitation for us to return to the Christian basics 

of prayer and confession. 

At times we tend to be a bit pessimistic by temperament; it is just part of our 

personality. This is different from the kind of worldly, and sometimes diabolically 

encouraged, cynicism and skepticism that puts out the Christian fire in our hearts. 

The cynic only laughs at irony and sarcasm. The skeptic only smiles at the failings 

and falls of his neighbor but for the healthy Christian, life itself is a source of joy 

and satisfaction. 

Even with all its suffering, it is a wonder-full, awe-inspiring thing, because it shows 

forth the unfathomable "riches and wisdom and knowledge of God"; because "from 

him and through him and for him are all things," as St Paul put it - and he said ALL 

things, not just some things. St Paul also tells us that “all things work together for 

good to those who love God” as we will discover from Chapter 2 of our series on 

“How to be Holy” by Peter Krefft. Today, whether our sense of wonder is rickety or 

robust, let us stir it up during our day-to-day lives in whatever way we can and give 

God pleasure by enjoying his gifts. 

God Bless, 

Deacon John 

 

 

 


