
Chapter 4 

An Irrefutable Logical Proof of Its Truths… 

If God wills nothing but our best good, and if He has the power always to get what He wills, and 
if He makes no mistakes about what is in fact our best good, then it necessarily follows, it 
infallibly follows, it follows with certainty, that all things work together for good for us. 

All things, even death. Especially death, which is the sum total of all losses, all physical evils. 
Because death becomes the door to Heaven. The darkest thing in the world becomes the door to 
the light that is brighter than any light in the world, the light of Heaven, the light that is so bright 
that God has to give us new eyes to see it because if we saw it with our present eyes, of body and 
of soul, we would go blind, in body and in soul. 

Death is the sum of all physical evils, but it is not the sum of all evils. 

Spiritual evils are far worse. There are things worse than death. Sin—No to God, alienation from 
God, divorce from God, refusal of God, who is the source of all good—is far worse than death. 

But even sins can be made to work together for good through the golden gate of repentance. For 
sincerely repented sins can make us humble and wise. That is why God does not give us instant 
grace to overcome all sins: because that would make us proud, and pride is the worst sin of all. 
The Pharisees of Jesus’ time seemed more pure and sinless, more obedient to the divine Law, 
than anyone else; and yet Jesus said they were on the road to Hell because of their one remaining 
sin, which was more deadly than all other sins put together: the refusal to repent because of pride 
and self-righteousness. So if you want to attack your other sins, start with attacking your pride. 

Saint Augustine, asked to name the four cardinal virtues, replied: 

Humility, humility, humility, and humility. 

Romans 8:28 is both the hardest verse in the Bible for us to believe to be true and at the same 
time the most certain verse in the Bible to be true. It’s the most certain because it necessarily 
follows from the infinite goodness, power, and wisdom of God, as explained above. Its only 
alternatives are no God (which is atheism) or a bad, weak, stupid god (which is paganism and 
idolatry). Yet it is also the hardest to believe because it doesn’t look like it’s true. We don’t see all 
things working together for good. Did Job? Did Jesus’ disciples when he was crucified? Of 
course not. Why not? Because we’re not God. That was God’s answer to Job. And it was God’s 
sermon to Saint Catherine, in a vision, when He preached the world’s shortest sermon in only 



four words, summarizing all of divine revelation in two two-syllable sentences: “I’m God; you’re 
not.” It’s amazing how easy it is to forget that last part! 

We naturally think that a certain evil ought not to have happened. We are right: evil should not 
be. But it is. We also naturally think that God ought not to have let it happen. If we had been 
God, we would not have let it happen. But (stop the presses!) we are not God. We are not only 
sinful and weak, we are stupid. As God said to Job, He did not notice us standing there when He 
was designing and creating the universe. 

Evil exists. God did not put up a sign in the Garden of Eden reading: “No snake in the grass is 
permitted here.” He did not take away free will from Adam and Eve even when He foresaw that 
they would eat the forbidden fruit and bring about all the horrible torrent of evils that resulted 
down through the ages of human history. If we were running the universe, we would surely have 
done things differently. So there are only two possibilities: either we are wiser than God, or God 
is wiser than us. Now— assuming that you are not a member of the Supreme Court—tell me 
which of these two possibilities is the more likely. 

Can you believe you are wiser than God? Can you even want to believe you are wiser than God, 
that God is even more stupid than you are? That the world is in the omnipotent hands of a well-
intentioned bumbler? A sweet giant with a midget brain? Kierkegaard has a sermon entitled: “On 
the edification which lies in the thought that we are always in the wrong before God.” If we were 
ever in the right and God in the wrong, that would be worse than the sun turning to a Black Hole 
of darkness. 

In T. S. Eliot’s play The Cocktail Party, Celia, a confused modern girl, says to her psychiatrist, 
who asks her why she came to him, that she hopes that he can convince her that she is insane, 
“Because if I’m not insane, then the whole world is, and I couldn’t live with that.” Substitute 
“God” for “the whole world”, and you see the point. 

OK, so God is totally trustable because He’s always in the right, always in charge, and always in 
love with us. That justifies Romans 8:28; and Romans 8:28, in turn, justifies the total 
“abandonment to divine providence” that is the lesson of de Caussade’s classic. This 
“abandonment”, or “islam” or “surrender”, to God’s providential will is also the very essence of 
holiness. 

This holiness is good in three senses of “good”. (1) There is a good reason for being holy; and 
(2) it is good to be holy, and (3) there are good consequences of being holy. 

1. There are both good objective reasons for being holy and also good subjective motives for 
being holy; and these good subjective motives for being holy are based on these good objective 
reasons for being holy. The reasons are true. 



2.  And being holy, being a saint, is the highest meaning of being good. 

3.  And the consequences of being holy are beautiful.  

So we have the true, the good, and the beautiful. The three things everyone wants and needs 
above all other things because they are three attributes of God. The beautiful consequences of 
being good are (3a) pleasure, true pleasure, deep pleasure, spiritual pleasure, and, (3b) deeper 
than pleasure, happiness (which is truer and deeper and more inward and more lasting than 
pleasure), and, (3c) even deeper than happiness, joy, which is to happiness what happiness is to 
pleasure. 

Evil is real, of course. In fact, life is war, spiritual warfare. But God has won, and won so 
completely that He makes even evil work for good if we only let Him and trust Him. The whole 
Christian tradition is full of this teaching about the good that comes from evil, about how God 
uses evil and suffering to bring about an even greater good and joy for us in the end, as He did on 
Calvary. The old hymn puts it elegantly: “The flame shall not hurt thee; I only design / Thy dross 
to consume and thy gold to refine.” 

That’s what God does with our “deepest distress”: He “sanctifies” it to us, He sanctifies us by 
means of it. To “sanctify” is to “make holy”. 

God makes us holy in two opposite ways, in the two parts of our lives. First, He makes us holy 
through our own will, our own free choice of faith and hope and love. (For divine grace does not 
turn off human free will; it turns it on.) And second, He also sanctifies us against our will, 
through suffering, because the other way of sanctifying us, through our own will’s choices, is not 
strong enough, because our faith and hope and love are not strong enough. So He sanctifies us 
also through what He allows to happen to us against our will, in other words, suffering. 

Stay tuned for Chapter 5… How This Truth Changes Your Life 
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