
God Is King - He Comes to Rule… 

God is a King. The Savior he sends us, Jesus Christ, the Son of God made man, comes 

not to philosophize, but to rule. Herod trembled because he knew this. The Wise 

Men rejoiced because they knew this. Even before Jesus can talk, he teaches us a 

precious truth about ourselves. In our hearts there dwell two potential responses 

to the coming of such a King: Herod's or the Magi's.  

Herod had spent his life murdering, extorting, and building a personal kingdom 

ruled by his whims for his personal glory. Jesus enters the scene - a King with 

authority from on high. Herod immediately feels the threat. If Jesus is not 

destroyed or discredited, it could spell the end of all his labors. 

The Magi, on the other hand, do not fear the demands this new King will make on 

their personal lives. Instead, they rejoice to know God's Savior is finally coming. 

Instead of hoarding and protecting their treasures, the fruits of their life's labors, 

they generously offer them to Jesus as gestures of honor, respect, and allegiance. 

Whenever Jesus enters our lives, which he does every day through the voice of 

conscience, the teachings of his Church, and the designs of Providence, we must 

choose in whose steps we will follow, Herod's or the Magi's.  

Will we tremble, afraid of what Jesus may demand of us? 

Or will we rejoice, glad to have such a glorious Lord to follow?  

We have both possibilities in our hearts - we are potential Herods, and we also are 

potential Magi. 

The first step to becoming more like the Magi and less like Herod is knowing 

ourselves. We must honestly look at the level of our selfishness. Then we will be 

able to kneel before Jesus our Lord and lay our selfishness at his feet in confession, 

just as the Magi laid their gifts at the feet of the baby Jesus. The Holy Spirit has 

provided a perfect thermometer for taking our selfishness temperature: How do 

we react when our plans and hopes are foiled? 

Herod planned on ruling Judea without opposition. When potential opposition 

shows up, he blows up, lashing out with violence. When things don't go our way, 

or we don’t get our way do we explode like this? 



The Magi planned on following the star right to the newborn King's doorstep. But 

when they reached Jerusalem, the star suddenly disappeared. Their plans were 

foiled. What did they do? Throw a tantrum, like Herod? 

No, they stayed calm and looked for another solution. They persevered in doing 

good. They did not let adverse circumstances poison their faith. This is how God 

wants us to act. We need to gradually learn to trust God in all circumstances. 

He is the King - not us. He is wise and good beyond all our reckoning and this is why, 

“wise men” still follow him. 

God Bless, 

Deacon John 

 


