
Kids Ministry - Liturgical Resources 
Third Sunday in Advent

Sunday, December 12, 2021 
 
First Reading: Zephaniah 3.14-18a  
Psalm: Isaiah 12 Shout aloud and sing for joy, great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel
Second Reading: Philippians 4.4-7 
Gospel: Luke 3.10-18 

Theme:  Prepare for Jesus by being a person who gives life. Joy is found in sharing 
 

Commentary:  The readings this week present us with faith in the middle of the struggles and 
the messiness of the world: fear of enemies, imperfect school/work/home situations, 
loneliness, anxiety, poverty and inequality.  

The practical guidance is so clear: pray, give God your worries, share what you have 
with those in need, do your job with virtue, resist temptations to selfishness and greed. Ask Our 
Lady’s help, especially in this 3rd week of Advent - Gaudete (or Joy) Sunday. We are half way 
through Advent so we celebrate this with lighting out pink Advent candle.  

Strive to be that someone who lives faithfully and offers the fullness of life to others 
however you can, as Our Lady, Mary is known to have done. It is easy to say these things and 
hard to practice them.

As we prepare for Christmas, we need to adorn and decorate our souls with the same 
care and attention we give to decorations, food, and gifts. Change a habit or two, celebrate the 
sacrament of reconciliation, repent and turn. This Tuesday, December 14th at 7:00pm is our 
parish Reconciliation Service. 

Prayer for Families: Dear God of healing and mercy, lift us from everything that keeps us from living 
and sharing your abundant life. Help us to learn that it is through remembering Jesus’ birth and giving 
to others that we receive true joy at Christmas. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Family Discussion Starters, Activity Suggestions and Colouring Pages
See pages 2-4 below
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Family Discussion Starters  

1. There’s a story about a young boy who checked the presents under the tree every day. He 
loved looking through them, arranging them, and counting them. One day, he discovered 
that his sister had more gifts than he did. He ran to his mother very upset. "Katie has more 
presents under the Christmas tree than I do!" he cried. His mom explained that getting gifts 
under the tree isn’t what Christmas is really all about because Jesus is our greatest gift.

1.1. Have you ever felt the way this boy did? Share your experience with your family.
1.2. How did that experience affect your joy in that moment?  

2. Christmas should be a time of joy. Today, we’ll learn our true joy is in Jesus’ birth, not the 
presents we get. In fact, God tells us that giving is even better than receiving. In the Bible, 
John the Baptist was sent to prepare people for the coming of Jesus.  
       He told them to repent of their sins and prepare their hearts for the coming of our 
Saviour. "What should we do?" they asked. John replied, "If you have two coats, give one 
of them to the one who has none. If you have food, share it with those who have none.”     
      This message is for us, too. If we want to experience the real joy that Jesus wants for 
us, then we must learn to share. By sharing what God has so generously given to us, we 
will receive an even greater gift -- the gift of joy.

2.1. What is one way you can give others joy during Christmas? 
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Advent Week 3 - Gaudete (Joy) Sunday
Crossword & Word Search

John answered, “Anyone who has two shirts should share with the one  
who has none, and anyone who had food should do the same.” Luke 3:11
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