
God's Perspective Includes the Cross… 

One of the main themes of Lent is the Cross, and one of the great preachers of the 

Cross is Saint Paul. He wrote to the Christians in Corinth, because the Church was 

suffering from divisions: they were forming groups which criticized each other and 

claimed to be better than each other. These divisions were a sign that the 

Corinthians had lost sight of the most important thing, of Jesus himself, who came 

to reunite the fallen, divided human family in his Church. 

There problem was a sign that they were beginning to look at themselves and their 

Church from a merely human, political perspective, not from God's perspective. 

They could not follow Jesus faithfully in doing this and to emphasize this point, Saint 

Paul calls to mind the central image of Christianity: The Cross. 

It is not humanly logical, he writes, to think God atoned for our sins and established 

his eternal Kingdom by being rejected, abandoned, humiliated, and crucified and 

yet – this is exactly how it happened. If we look at the Cross from a human 

perspective, it not only does not make sense, it’s actually repulsive. Our fallen 

human nature wants pleasure, prosperity, and worldly success - not crucifixion. But 

if we look at it from God's perspective, the Cross reveals the meaning of life: it 

shows the intensity of God's love for us and points out how we can love him in 

return. This is what Saint Paul means when he writes: "For the foolishness of God 

is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than human 

strength." 

Learning to see ourselves, others, and the events of life from this perspective, God's 

perspective, does not happen overnight. It is a lifelong project but if we try, we will 

quickly start to experience the benefits: gradual growth in wisdom, interior peace, 

and moral courage - virtues Saint Paul and all the saints experienced so powerfully. 

One effective way to make this effort, to learn to see all things from God's 

perspective, is to help others carry their crosses. The cross is like a mountain: you 

never really discover its secrets until you climb onto it. It cannot be understood 

from just thinking or praying about it. We must touch it and feel its weight by 

voluntarily reaching out to help carry our neighbors' burdens. It is then that we are 

following in the very footsteps of Jesus. 



Jesus’ cross was not really his cross - it was ours. His suffering was caused by our 

sins. So, when he voluntarily took up the cross, he was carrying our burden and 

sanctifying it with his love and grace. When we reach out to our neighbors, we are 

following in his footsteps and there is no better way to see things from someone 

else's perspective - in this case, God's - than by walking in their shoes. 

This is not hard to do. We can call someone who is sick or shut in. Do small favours 

for others before they ask, by being kind and welcoming to people who may not be 

too popular. The possibilities are literally limitless. We all know someone who is 

struggling with a heavy cross. Why not call them this week? 

God Bless, 

Deacon John 

 

 

 


