
Am I Evangelized… 

I think most would agree there is a distinct difference between “knowing about 

someone” and “knowing someone”. We can “Know about” someone by simply 

listening to the news but you never really “know someone” until you know what is 

in their heart, what motivates them, what they are searching for and why they do 

what they do. In this weekends Gospel passage, Jesus literally lays bare the heart 

of God.  

Jesus is talking with Nicodemus, a member of the Sanhedrin, Israel's ruling body. 

Nicodemus was afraid to search out Jesus during the day because he was worried 

about what other might think or what they might say if he was seen with him. So, 

he snuck out at night under the cover of darkness. What drove Nicodemus to do 

this? What was so important that he was even willing to take this risk under the 

cover of darkness? It was because Nicodemus wanted to ask Jesus the most 

important question any human has ever presented to him, a question that is just 

as important today for each of us because it is literally a matter of Life and Death. 

So, what was this question? It was this, what must I do to enter eternal life?  

Our gospel for this Sunday is John 3:14-21 but to really understand Jesus’s answer 

to this question we need the read the first 13 verses from this chapter of John. Why 

not pull out your bible and read the whole third chapter of John. Better still let me 

give it to you. 

John 3:1-13… 

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2 He came to 

Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has 

come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence 

of God.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom 

of God without being born from above.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can 

anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the 

mother’s womb and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can 

enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6 What is born 

of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not be astonished 

that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8 The wind blows where it 

chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from 

or where it goes. So, it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9 Nicodemus said 



to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of 

Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 11 “Very truly, I tell you, we 

speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive 

our testimony. 12 If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, 

how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended 

into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 

Born again? Born from above? Born of the flesh and born of the Spirit? Puzzling 

words, what can they mean? Allow me to paraphrase the answer of Jesus. It is not 

good enough to “Know about me” [This is the flesh or our minds], you must “Know 

me” [This is the spirit or our heart]. Being born of the spirit means entering into a 

personal relationship with Jesus so as St Paul puts it “It is no longer I who live, but 

it is Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the 

Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me”. Galatians 2:20 

Now this Sunday’s gospel makes so much sense especially verse 16. “For God so 

loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 

[Knows him] may not perish but may have eternal life”.  

Why did the Father send Jesus to die for us? Because he "loved the world [You] so 

much." God simply could not bear to see us perish in our sins; he longed to share 

with us his everlasting life. He cares. God cares and Jesus is the definitive proof that 

he cares. He cares so much that he is willing to sacrifice his only Son to atone for 

the sins that have separated us from God, the source of all good things. There is no 

hidden agenda, no selfish undertones it is God’s generosity. This is the heart of God, 

of the Lord who longs for our friendship. Only when we internalize this fundamental 

motive of God and accept Jesus into our hearts does our Christian adventure really 

begin. Only then are we truly evangelized. 

God Bless, 

Deacon John 

 


