
Jesus Sees the Church as a Kingdom, not as a Club… 

The thing Jesus loved to talk most about was "the Kingdom of God." In fact, his 

very first public sermon began with "The Kingdom of God is at hand," and from 

there he kept talking about it, as he did in this Sunday’s Gospel. 

If there is a Kingdom, there must also be a King, and if there is a King, there must 

be subjects. The Church is a Kingdom, not simply some kind of special club for its 

members. God's Kingdom is the realm where hearts obey him out of faith and 

love while in the kingdom of this world, hearts obey themselves out of self-

centeredness, egoism, and fear. 

If we really want to help Jesus redeem the kingdom of this world by transforming 

it, through his grace, into the Kingdom of God, we must keep listening for the King 

and carrying out his commands, even when they are uncomfortable for our selfish 

tendencies. Obeying someone else is almost always a challenge for us sinners. 

Jesus knows this, so he does not ask us for blind, mindless obedience. He uses 

parables to explain and promise, that by following and obeying him, our lives will 

be fruitful.  

The virtues that give true, lasting beauty to our lives, that give our lives meaning 

and deep happiness (virtues like wisdom, courage, self-control, and Christ-like 

love), are like the seeds in the Lord's parables. They are planted in our hearts at 

baptism, and as we follow and obey Jesus in our daily lives, they grow and 

flourish. Being good citizens of Jesus’ Kingdom is the sure path to an abundant 

spiritual harvest here on earth and forever in heaven. 

One of the greatest threats to being good citizens of God's Kingdom is what 

spiritual writers call "falling into routine." Routine is just going through the 

motions of being a faithful Catholic but forgetting about the meaning behind 

these motions. We have always gone to Mass and always prayed (or at least "said 

our prayers"), ever since we were kids, and we feel a kind of comfortable inertia 

in continuing to do so. We have a vague sense that we must do such things, and if 

we fail to do them, we feel guilty for some reason. 

So, we keep going through the motions of being a Catholic. This is a threat for all 

of us, even deacons and priests, because the real reasons behind our spiritual 



activities - like prayer, the sacraments, and moral discipline - are below the 

surface; we must try to keep them in mind. 

It is also a dangerous threat, because it dries up our personal relationship with 

Jesus, which is what being a Christian is all about. Routine is thinking of obedience 

to our King as a list of rules instead of as a relationship of love, and it chokes off 

our spiritual growth. 

By making us citizens of his Kingdom, his messengers and representatives in this 

world, God gives each one of us the opportunity to put our own creativity at the 

service of his Kingdom. God is continuously inviting us to follow him, to build our 

lives on the rock of his friendship by obeying his commandments and his teaching. 

God Bless, 

Deacon John 


