
Listening to God Can Be Uncomfortable… 

If God sent a prophet into our living room, would we listen carefully to what he 

had to say. Of course, is our obvious answer but is this just what we would like to 

think? At least, that is what we would like to think. On second thought however, 

listening to God's word is not always as easy as it appears. 

The prophet Amos had been telling the people of Israel they needed to return to 

the basics of their religion, following the commandments and giving up their self-

indulgent idolatries. Now, you would think with God's authority and power 

behind him, everyone would simply hear and obey. But the message was not 

comfortable for them, so they rejected it, and sent the prophet Amos packing. 

This same phenomenon appears in this weekends Gospel. 

Jesus is giving some instructions to his first apostles. Part of these instructions 

involves the proper way to react when people reject what they have to say. Jesus 

is preparing them for rejection - he knows our fallen human nature does not like 

to be pushed outside of its comfort zone. Jesus’ message of salvation does this, it 

pushes us out of our comfort zone. 

Today the Church is asking us to reflect on how well we listen to God's prophets, 

to his words. Are we selective listeners, picking and choosing according to what 

fits our comfort zone? Or are we true followers of Jesus, willing to love and obey 

him even when it means carrying our piece of the cross. Will I really hear what 

God proclaims?  

It is an important question.  

Our hearts are like the house Jesus mentions in the Gospel. If we welcome God's 

word, his grace will come and stay there, bringing peace, wisdom, and salvation. 

But if we do not, God's word will shake the dust from its feet and move on. 

St Augustine used to say: “Beware of the grace of God that passes by, never to 

return again”. 

God Bless, 

Deacon John 


