
The Fourth Sunday Of Lent
       Sunday, March 27, 2022  

First Reading: Joshua 5.9a, 10-12
Psalm: #34  … Refrain: Taste and see that the Lord is good.
Second Reading:   2 Corinthians 5.17-21
Gospel Acclamation: I will get up and go to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and before you.(Luke 15.18)    Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
Gospel:  Luke 15.1-3, 11-32 (Parable of the Prodigal Son)
 
Theme:    Return to God. He is waiting to forgive and embrace you.
Commentary:    

Have you ever lost something? Today we hear another parable or teaching story by Jesus. It is 
about a father who lost something very precious to him. He lost his son. It is a well loved story called 
The Prodigal Son. 

This son asked his father for his share of his inheritance. He asked for the money he would get 
when his father died. His father gave it to him and the son left home. He went to another country and 
spent all the money on fancy living and poor choices. When he has spend it all, he had to hire himself 
out to a pig farmer. In Jesus’ time, Jewish people did not go near animals like pigs as they saw them as 
unclean.  

This son was so hungry that even the rotting food the pigs ate looked good. He remembered 
that his father’s servants were treated better. Finally he decided to return to his father’s house, ask for 
forgiveness and to be hired as a servant. He even rehearsed what he was going to say. While he was 
far off, his father, who had been watching for his son’s return, ran to him, hugged his pig-smelly son and 
forgave him even before he asked. The father had found his son. He was so excited he planned a big 
party to let everyone know that, “My son was dead and now he is alive. He was lost, but now he is 
found”.(Luke 15:24) 

Did you know that at that time, if someone returned after spending his inheritance he had to pay 
a fine? We don’t hear in this story that the father wanted his on to do this. We do know he put a ring on 
his finger and was given a new robe, meaning he was once again part of the family. The father had fully 
forgiven the son. 

Jesus told this story to show us the kind of love God has of each of us. When one of God’s 
children stray away, God watches for their return and always welcome them back with open arms. 
God’s greatest desire is that we want to be in his family and follow him. Aren’t you glad our Heavenly 
Father loves us even when we don’t deserve it? I sure am!

Discussion starters: (Choose one or ore of these after reading today’s scripture readings)
1. Share a God Moment you had this week. Remember to put it on a paper leaf for the church 

walls. (A God Moment is when you felt God especially close to you, such as the beauty of 
nature, the kindness of a person or a truth someone lovingly tells you)

2. Have you ever lost anything? What did that feel like?
3. Has anyone in your family ever been lost and then found? What did that feel like?
4. Discuss ways we learn to forgive people when they hurt us. Does it happen right away? What 

feelings do we go through to decide to forgive someone or to ask someone to forgive us?
5. Discuss how you know that your parents love you even if they are disappointed when you 

disobey their rules? How do you know that God loves you even when you disobey his will?  

Prayer for Families:  Heavenly Father, we praise, thank and glorify you. You are our awesome God! 
You love us even when we make bad choices and disobey you. You are always ready to forgive us 
when we ask, and show your love for us. Thank you for your unconditional love. Help us to love others 
the way you love us. We ask this in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.  Amen.
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CROSSWORD  
The Prodigal Son: Based on Luke 15:1-3,11-32
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Across
2. A male parent
3. A piece of jewellery worn on a finger
4. A special piece of clothing worn by royalty
5. A large property, sometimes with many  
    buildings.
7. When something which has been lost has     
     been replaced or returned

  ESTATE   FATHER   FORGIVE   FOUND   LOST    RETURN   RING   ROBE   SON

Down
1.  To not be able to be found.  

2.  To give pardon for something done that hurt  
     you or others 

4.  To go back to the place you were before

6.  A male child of a parent 
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WORD SEARCH 
The Prodigal Son: Based on Luke 15:1-3,11-32
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COUNTRY ESTATE FATHER FOOD

FORGIVENESS FOUND HIRED LOST

PIGS RING ROBE SERVANT

SON STARVING WEALTH WELCOME
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