
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time
World Day of Migrants and Refugees

         Sunday, September 25, 2022  
First Reading:  Amos 6:1a, 4-7
Psalm # 146 R: Praise the Lord, Oh my soul!
Second Reading: 1 Timothy 6:11-16
Acclamation: Though Jesus Christ was rich, yet he became poor, so that by his poverty you might  

become rich. (2 Corinthians 8:9)
Gospel: Luke 16:19-31 - The Parable of the Rich man and Lazarus. 
Theme:  God’s Wake Up call
Commentary:   

Do you use an alarm clock to wake you up in the morning? Many alarm clocks have a snooze 
button. The bottom is hit after the alarm goes off, and you can go back to sleep. In about 10 minutes, it 
will go off again. You can keep hitting that snooze button and keep going back to sleep.

The problem is two things can do wrong with doing that. First, if you keep hitting that button, you 
will be late or miss out on something. The second is that after awhile you no longer hear the alarm so 
you sleep right through it.   

Did you know that God sometimes sounds an alarm in our lives? It is like a “wake-up” call. We 
can choose to say, “Not now God, call me later.”, or we can choose to ‘wake up’ and obey God. Some 
people hit that ‘snooze button’ so often that they now longer hear God calling them. When they finally 
wake up, it is too late. That is what happened in our gospel story today.

   Jesus tells a parable about a rich man who has the best of everything, and a poor man, 
Lazarus, who is homeless, hungry, in rags and sick with sores that the dogs lick. Lazarus dreams of 
eating the scraps from the rich man’s table. The rich man walked past Lazarus every day without 
helping him. Do you think that it was possible that he did this so often that after awhile he no longer saw 
Lazarus? 

They both die. Lazarus goes to heaven, and the rich man goes to hell. From hell, a place that 
completely separates you from God, he sees Lazarus with Father Abraham and asked that Lazarus 
serve him by cooling his tongue with a drop of water. Abraham tells the rich man “No”. He reminds the 
rich man that in his life he had everything he wanted but Lazarus had nothing. 

The rich man asks Abraham to send Lazarus to his five brothers to warn them. Again the 
answer is “No”. They have Moses and the Prophets to remind them how to take care of the homeless, 
the widows, the hungry, so even someone coming back from the dead would not wake them up. The 
rich man woke up too late to help himself!

God is still sending “wake-up” calls today. Will we choose to hit the snooze button and be 
attached to our possessions or wake up and choose to let God teach us how we can show his love to 
others? St. John Paul II says this another way: “What really matters in life is that we are loved by Christ 
and that we love him in return. In comparison to the love of Jesus, everything else is secondary. And, 
without the love of Jesus, everything is useless.”
Prayer for Families:     Heavenly Father, may we never be guilty of hitting the snooze button saying, 
“Later Lord.” Instead, let us rise up and follow you. We ask this through our Lord, Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever. Amen.  

Discussion starters: (Choose one or more of these after reading today’s scripture readings)
1. Discuss how to hear God remind us how we are to behave with our family and neighbours. 
2. Choose one or more of the family activities below to remember to ‘wake up’ and follow Jesus. 

Activity Page, Colouring Page, Cross Word Puzzle and Word Search: Pages 2-5  
Resources used for inspiration in this post:  Holy Heroes, Living With Christ, Word On Fire, Dynamic Catholic, Sermons4Kids 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FAMILY ACTIVITIES 
 BASED ON LUKE 16:19-31

MOSES AND THE PROPHETS:  This Sunday is World Day of Migrants and Refugees Sunday. 
There are many Old Testament scripture passages that remind us what God asks us to do for 
the poor and vulnerable. This is what Father Abraham is reminding the Rich Man when he 
speaks of “Moses and the Prophets”. Select one or two of these and discuss how, as a family, to obey 
God in caring for others, especially the migrants and refugees.

 
- Exodus 22:21-22, 23:9, Leviticus 19:33, and Deuteronomy 24:17-18   

(not to mistreat foreigners, widows or orphans)
- Deuteronomy 14:28-29, 26:12-15  (giving a portion of your income to assist those in need)
- Isaiah 5:7-10, Micah 3:1-3  (Observe justice)
- Jeremiah 5:25-29  (Plead the case of orphans, and defend the rights of the poor)
- Amos 2:6-8, Malachi 3:5  (not using dishonest scales or take advantage of the vulnerable)

 
RISE UP AND FOLLOW: Everyone scatters around a room, and is seated on the floor until the leader 
says to RISE UP AND FOLLOW ___________ (Child's name). THAT named child will start to walk, run, 
hop, skip, etc and all the children will FOLLOW until the leader shouts out to SIT DOWN. Continue to 
play with other children's' names being called out to FOLLOW that child.

ALARM CLOCK HUNT: Hide outlines or pictures of alarm clocks on pieces of paper hidden around the 
room. The children run to find the paper alarm clocks and hurry back to a table to tape the clocks on a 
large poster board. Children write bright and bold letters to say, LISTEN TO GOD'S VOICE AND 
FOLLOW HIM BEFORE IT IS TOO LATE! (For younger children, the words can be written for them 
beforehand)

LAZARUS SKIT: Give children supplies and outfits to play act this skit while the parent narrates the 
story. The parent can pause at different times in the story to give children a chance to put on a head 
scarf, or to look hungry, or to have band-aids placed on the "sores", etc.

STORY ETCHINGS: Each child has a piece of paper and markers. As the gospel reading is being told 
or reviewed, they write words on different parts of the paper that the narrator gives them such as:     
rich man, wake up, follow, Jesus, pray, and God's voice. After the gospel reading, the children draw 
squiggly colourful lines around each word or set of words. Hang these story etchings around the house 
to remind everyone about today’s gospel reading.

LAZARUS AND RICH MAN ART: Have the children choose 10 pieces/shapes of construction paper 
that were cut out and scattered on a table before hand. They do their best, using the shapes, to glue 
onto a piece of construction paper the forms of Lazarus and the Rich Man from today's parable. Words 
from our Bible verse can be written around the picture, to "tell the story"!

Fun Song: "Rock-a My Soul" .  Find this traditional spiritual song on YouTube to sing along with as a 
family. It speaks of the great distance between heaven and hell that Abraham reminds the rich man of.
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COLOURING PAGE 
BASED ON LUKE 16:19-31  -  The Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus 
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 CROSSWORD  
Based on LUKE 16:19-31          
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ABRAHAM FAITHFUL FEASTED GENTLENESS GODLINESS
HUNGRY JESUS LAZARUS LOVE             MOSES
PARABLE POOR PROPHETS REPENT RICH

Find the word in the puzzle. 
Words can go in any direction. 

Words can share letters as they cross over each other.
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WORD SEARCH 
 Based on Luke 16:19-31
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Answers: FAITHFUL   GENTLENESS  GOD   HELPFUL   LOVE   PROPHETS  REPENT   RICH  POOR  SHARE

ACROSS
2. The creator of the universe and all life.
3. Having many possessions such a money, goods.
6. Ones who deliver important messages from God
7. Trustworthy to complete tasks given
8. To change one's mind for past action;  
    to regret a past action
9. A deep devotion or affection for another person
10. To divide and give out in portions

DOWN
1. Being without comfortable things;  
    one who is in need
4. Giving service, lending a hand to assist  
    another
5. Mild in nature or way of being

Use the clues below to fill in 
the words. Words can go 
across or down. Letters are 
shared when the words 
intersect.
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