
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
         Sunday, October 2, 2022  

 
First Reading:  Habakkuk 1:2-3, 2:2-4 
Psalm #95 R: O that today you would listen to the voice of the Lord. Do not harden your hearts!
Second Reading:  2 Timothy 1:6-8, 13-14
Gospel Accl.Verse: the word of the Lord endures for ever; that word is the good news announced to you. 
Gospel: Luke 17:5-10
Theme:  Having the faith of a mustard seed.
Commentary:   

The apostles asked Jesus to help them increase their faith. He 
answered that “if you had faith the size of a mustard seed you could 
say to a mulberry tree, ‘May you be uprooted and be planted in the 
sea,’ and it would obey you!” (Luke 17:6). 

Have you ever seen the size of a mustard seed? It is one of 
the tiniest seeds, yet it can grow as tall as 12 feet (4m), (see pictures). 
People now use mustard seeds as a symbol of faith. Faith is being 
sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. (Hebrews 1:11)

Jesus was telling his apostles, and us, that God is so powerful that if our faith is 
even as small as this tiny seed, we can do incredible things through his power. His point 
was that we only need a little faith for things to happen. Why do you suppose that is? 

Because what happens is not dependant on us, but instead on God. God has the 
power to do anything. We know that God is FOR us, that he is purest of love, so we can 
trust whatever he does. God shows his love for us through many blessings, graces and 
gifts. He only asks us to choose to believe in him, in Jesus and in the help of his Holy Spirit.  

We know that God is always with us, that he has a plan for each one of us and 
wants so very much for us to put our trust in him and obey him. He wants us to see him as 
our VBF… very best friend.

When you read the second part of this gospel; “We are worthless slaves; we have done only what 
we ought to have done!” did you think “wait, what?” I sure did. Then I saw that this is to remind us that God 
does not have to show us all this love, he chooses to. Do you often feel unworthy of God’s love? Maybe 
you hurt someone’s feelings, or got angry at your sibling or friend and did not ask to be forgiven. You feel 
badly, so wander if God would still want you as a friend. God made us and knows we fail to show love to 
others, yet he assures us that nothing we do can make him stop loving us. Isn’t that awesome? 

To be kind, thoughtful and obedient is what we do because we are so grateful that God loves us 
even when we do not behave in these ways. We don’t ‘earn’ our way into heaven. Jesus has already saved 
us for heaven. Our life is about choosing to remember we are God’s child and obeying him, because we 
are so grateful for his love. With God’s grace we can be a better disciple of Jesus today than we were 
yesterday. Grace is understood as a service or mercy freely given, not earned.

May your mustard-seed faith grow like a tall mustard tree to give God glory.

Discussion starters: (Choose one or more of these after reading today’s scripture readings)
1. Have you seen the size of a mustard seed? Discuss how this compares to our faith in God.
2. Discuss how our gratitude for God’s abundant love helps us to be more loving to others. 

Prayer for Families: Heavenly Father, we ask today for a mustard seed sized faith. Help us to believe and 
never doubt your mighty power, through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son who lives and reigns with you in 
unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. AMEN.

Colouring Page, Cross Word Puzzle and Word Search: Pages 2-5  
Resources used for inspiration in this post:  Holy Heroes, Living With Christ
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Family Activities 
Based on Luke 17:5-10 - Faith of the Mustard Seed

FAITH BANNER: On a long piece of felt, or rectangular poster board write FAITH with markers going down the left 
side.(see example 1). Make an acrostic on the word FAITH. The family then decorates the banner with stickers or 
sequins, etc for a wall hanging.

MUSTARD SEED NECKLACE: Cut out small medallion size circles for each family member. Either glue a real 
mustard seed on one half or draw a picture of one. On the other half, write:  WITH GOD ALL THINGS ARE 
POSSIBLE. It might be easier to draw a line half way through the circle to divide it. Decorate as desired. Using a self-
adhesive laminating sheet, cover the medallion front and back. Hole punch a hold at the top. Thread a piece of string 
or yarn through the hole to hang over your head. 

SHIELD OF FAITH: Using poster board, make a large shield. Have children draw a cross in the middle and write 
FAITH across the top. Add rope, string or yarn so they can wear it over their shoulders.

POSTER OF FAITH: Have a child write the word FAITH as large as possible on a poster board or large paper. Let 
another child draw a TINY mustard seed in the corner and another child can draw a very LARGE MUSTARD BUSH. 
Each child can write their names on part of the mustard bush showing they choose to have FAITH in GOD. Discuss 
asking God for more faith to believe and to trust because GOD HAS ALL POWER!!!

BLOWING SEEDS: Sit on one side of the table or behind a line on the floor. With a straw, when the leader says “Go” 
see who can BLOW the seed across the table (or floor) the quickest.

SEEDED FAITH: Provide each child with a piece of construction paper, glue and small seeds. Using glue, print the 
word FAITH or PRAYER on the paper, then decorate with small seeds. Older children might like to write words or 
phrases shared from today’s Gospel around the page.

PRAYER CIRCLE: Have the family sit in a circle and roll or throw a seed to another sibling/parent. When the child 
gets the seed, that child prays or names a prayer request. Then he will roll or throw the small seed to another family 
member in the circle who will do the same. Continue as time allows.

SHARE A SNACK: Strawberries (bananas or kiwi as well) with dips such as cream cheese dip or chocolate dip. Talk 
about the tiny seeds in the fruit and apply our lesson today!
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COLOURING PAGE 
Based on: Luke 17:5-10

Visit www.kidadl.com for more free colouring pages  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 CROSSWORD  
Based on Luke 17:5-10          

Find the word in the puzzle.  Words can go in any direction.  
Words can share letters as they cross over each other.  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APOSTLES COMMAND    DRINK FAITH GRATEFUL
INCREASE MULBERRY      MUSTARD OBEY PLANTED
PLOWING SEED   SERVANT SHEEP UPROOTED
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WORD SEARCH  
  Based on Luke 17:5-10
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Answers: APOSTLES  COMMANDED  FAITH  GRATEFUL  INCREASE  JESUS  MULBERRY  OBEY  SEED  SERVANT

ACROSS
3. A shrub valued for silkworm culture
5. To order or require with authority
7. That which is planted to grow trees,  
     shrubs, and food
8. The name of the Son of God
10. A person hired to work for another

DOWN
1. To be obedient
2. Expressing gratitude
4. To make greater, in amount or size
6. The group Jesus gathered to preach his gospel
9. Being certain of what we hope for and certain  
    of what we do not see.

Use the clues to fill in the words. Words can go across or down.
Letters are shared when the words intersect.
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